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To the PUBLIC k. 


| HEN this Pamphlet was almoſt printed 
ef, an Advertiſement appears in the 
Daily Papers, to tell the World, that James 
Fraſer of Craven Street, knows nothing about 
it, that be never compiled any Account of the 
Life and Behaviour of Lord Lovat, nor gave 
any Perſon any Information whatever concerning 
his Lordſhip. All which may poſſibly be true 
and I anſwer, that I never had any Acquaint- 
ance with that Gentleman, but yet my own Aſſertion 
ſtands good, that J James Fraſer, formerly of 
Inverneſs, communicated the Materials of which 
this Pamphlet is compiled, and I may ſay was 
very capable of ſo doing, being intimately ac- 
quainted with his Lordſhip, had a Commiſſion of 
Lieutenancy in the Fraſer Clan, was taken at 
the Battle of Culloden, and afterwards receiv'd 
Bis Majeſty's Mercy; and as I was unhappily 
in the Rebellion againſt my lawful Prince, from 
tbe Time that the Clan of Fraſers was raiſed by 
Lord Lovat's Order, and continued with ow 
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till they ed the Rebels, Iwas perfettly acquaini- 
ed with every Thing that was done, and with 
moſt. of the different Steps his Lordſhip took thro* 
the whole Progreſs of the Rebellion, This 10 
well known to a great Number of Gentlemen in 
the Rebel Army, who were my intimate Acquaini- 
ance, and know or bave heard, that 1 was at 
' Conſultations that were held previous to the In- 

waſron , that I often heard his Lordſhip blame 
his Son for Dilatorineſs in joining the young Pre- 
tender, and had myſelf frequent Orders to go 


among the Clan, and to ſpirit up and animate 


the Men to ge into the Rebellion, and that I 


accompanied the Maſter of Lovat, when be 
march'd with his Clan to join the Pretender at 


Perth. So that I will venture to ſay, No: body 
dsa more capable than myſelf of giving the ex- 
| atteſt Account of every particular Part and 
Share which his Lordſhip had in the Rebellion. 
As to thoſe Memoirs which I have given of the | 
former Part of his Lordſbip's Life and Condutt, 
collected them either from Tradition, or from 
lhe Relation of ancient Perſons who have known 
his Loraſhip all his Days. And for the laſt 
Part of this Pamphlet, concerning his Lord. 
ſhips Behaviour ſince his Conſinement, I have. 
been informed of the Particulars by ſome of his 


Attendants, and Gentlemen who were admitted 
10 ſee bim. 


AND LAST - 
Dying Wokbps 
1 1 


Simon Lord Lovat, Ne. 


Dy 8 A Fx HILST the late unnatural Re- 


Body of the People; and when 
> 5 it was happily extinguiſhed, 
eas they were naturally defirous to 
know who were the firſt Movers, Contrivers, 
and principal Actors in an Affair, which from 
the firſt, might be juſtly ſuppos'd to be at- 


tended with the moſt fatal Conſequences to all 


the Ringleaders of it. 


As the firſt Scene of it was open'd at ſo 
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NJ bellion ſubſiſted, that alone 
drew the Attention of the whole 
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wu a Diſtance from the Metropolis of the 


ingdom, the People in general could not 


get at the moſt perfect Accounts of the Ene- 
my's Succeſſes, but as they drew nearer to us, 
and. penetrated to the Metropolis of Scotland, 
the whole began to be known; we had daily 
and faithful Accounts of all their Actions, and 


the People in every Part of the Nation betook 


themſel ves to Arms, and were ready to March 
at an Hour's Notice, for the Defence of their 
rightful Sovereign, (who had governed the 


Nation with Juſtice and Equity for eighteen - 


Years before) their own Families, and Poſſeſ- 
ions. But as it is the Life of Simon Fraſer, 


Lord Lovat, we are going to lay before the 
Publick, who was one of the main Springs 
and Abettors | in the Rebellion; and who was 


taken and brought to the Tower ſome Months 


fince for the ſame; and who upon a full Con- 


viction, received Sentence of Death for Crimes 


ſtrongly proved againſt him; we ſhall con- 
fine ourſelves principally to him, tho' divers 


other Perſons muſt be mentioned in the 
Courſe of the Work. During his Confine- 
ment in the Tower, the Enemies of the Govern- 


ment were not idle, their Emiſſaries were very 
buſy every where, at Coffee-houſes and Places 
of publick Reſort, as well as in private Con-. 
verſation, in arraigning the Juſtice or Policy 
of the Legiſlature, for making an Example of 


ſuch a feeble old Man as Lord Lovat, whoſe 


great Age and many Imbecilities conſequent 
thereupon, render'd him utterly incapable, 


= oy inſinuated, of influencing or propagating 


a Re- 
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a Rebellion ; and that if from any Weakneſs 
of his Intellects, the Prevalence of Paſſion, or 
other Infirmities incident to old Age, his 


| Judgment was biaſs'd to take Part againſt his 


Country; yet the eminent Services, they ſaid, 


he formerly did the Government, on a like 
| Occaſion, when he was in the full Vigour of 


his Manhood and Underſtanding, ought to 


plead for him now, and excuſe the Errors of 
his ſecond Childbood. Others there were who 


ſeem'd to laugh at the utmoſt Efforts of the 
Adminiſtration in attempting to put a Hook 


into the Jaws of this great Leviathan, who, 
they did not queſtion, wou'd be a Match for 


his moſt potent Adverſaries, and had Cunning 
enough to baffle them all at their own 
Weapons. Others pretended, that the Go- 
vernment durſt not proceed with Rigour againſt 
him, ſince he had the Heads of a Number of 
great Men in his Pocket, as they phras'd it; 
and © hat m_ Diſcoveries wou'd be made up- 


far as ſrclates to "the. Pr” it has den now 
prov. d. Lord Lvat had. in it. It will be 


quite ynneceſlary to give a Detail of the 
innumerable Evils and Miſchiefs produc d 


by it; they, have \been, ſeen and. felt by every 


abject in the Kingdom, in à greater or leſs 


| Degree: Fe Se eleven are acquainted | 


with 


N. 
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with the Springs that gave Riſe to the late 
unnatural Commotions. Perhaps I may be 
ſingular in my Opinion, when I affirm, that 
it was not altogether an Attachment to the 
| Perſon or Cauſe of the Pretender, that en- 
gag'd many of the Chiefs of the Clans in 
Arms an their lawful Sovereign: For it 
came out upon bis Trial, that he did not 
liſt himſelf in the Intereſt of the Cheva- 
lier from any Diſaffection he had conceiv'd 
againſt his preſent Majeſty, whom he allow'd 
to be poſſeſs'd of many princely Virtues, and 
whom he eſteem'd for his mild and legal 
Government: But that the Adminiſtration, 
ſome Years ago, having broke his Company 
of Highlanders, without any Cauſe or Provo- 
cation "by him given, his Spirit cou'd by no 
Means brook ſuch Uſage; and therefore, to 
be reveng'd on thoſe who had mortified- him 
in this Manner, he, too inconſiderately, join'd 
in thoſe treaſonable Schemes, which at length, 
were the Ruin of himſelf as well as a great 
Injury to his Country. Others of theſe un 
happy Noblemen, were as it were, driven into / 
this Rebellion by pure Neceſſity.” Several of 
them were born to handſome Foteunts, which; + 
by Extravagance and high Living, they had 
thoughtleſly conſum'd; and being no longer 
able to maintain the Port of their former 
Grandeur, they thought to better their Cir-// 
cumſtances by taking Commiſtions under the 
Pretender. Others again, being diſguſted that . 
they were not promoted by the Government 
according to . own fancied Merit, too 
5 8 5 readily 
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readily embrac'd thoſe Offers of Preferment 
that were made them by the profeſs'd Enemies 
of their Religion and Liberties, „„ 

It is thus and thus only we can account for 
the abſurd and inconſiſtent Behaviour of thoſe 
Proteſtant Gentlemen who took part in this 
Rebellion. It plainly appear'd, from their 
whole Conduct from firſt to laſt, that Reſent- 
ment and Avarice were the two Idols they 
worſhipp'd, and to theſe they facrificed their 
own Loyalty and Allegiance, as well as the 
Religion, Liberties, and Proſperity of their 

Country, If theſe were not their Motives, 
and the Principles by which they govern'd 
their Actions, what others can we ſuppoſe 

ſtrong enough to induce Gentlemen to join in 
an Attempt to advance a Popiſh Pretender to 
the Throne; the Conſequence of which, had 
it ſucceeded, wou'd have been, they well 
new, the utter Abolition of the Proteſtant 
| Relon and Liberty, and the abſolute Eſta- 
iſnment of Popery and Tyranny among us; 
which wou'd have been attended with Slavery 
in its worſt of Shapes, and Perſecution with 
all its flaming Concomitants ? Good God! that 
Men, that Chriſtians, that Proteſtants, that 


Britons, ſhould be ſo infatuated, as to pre- 
fer the Gratification of ſome private Paſſion, 


to the Happineſs and Proſperity of a great 
Kingdom! That they ſhould ſo little confi- 


der the vaſt Expence of Toils, Blood and 


Treaſure which their Fore-fathers were at, in 
ſecuring to their Poſterity, the beſt. Religion, 
and the beſt Government in the whole World; 
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that they ſhould, I fay, have ſo little Conſi- 
deration of the glorious Privileges of an Eng- 
lifhman, as to be willing to barter them, for 
the ſervile and ignoble Condition of the Sub- 
jects under a Popiſh Government! You will 
excuſe my Warmth upon this important 
Occaſion; my Heart glows with Love for 
my Country; and my Reſentment riſes in. 
Proportion againſt thoſe execrable Inſtruments 
of its intended Deſtruction. It is my Boaſt, 
and my Glory that I am an Eugliſoman; Free- 
dom is my Birthright, and the pureſt Reli- 
gion my Inheritance; both which my Ance- 
ſtors dearly purchas'd, and took the utmoſt 
Care to tranſmit to me uncorrupt and un- 
ſullied, and which I am reſolv'd to maintain, 
and deliver to my Poſterity, whole and en- 
tire as I receiv'd them, or periſh with them. 
And indeed, it ſeems very ſtrange to me, 
that every true Briton has not the ſame Sen- 
timents. But why is it? even becauſe we en- 
joy ſuch a Plenitude of Happineſs under the 
mildeſt Adminiſtration, that we grow wanton 
with our Fulneſs, and ſeem to want a Change 
in Affairs only for the Sake of Variety; not 
conſidering the dreadful Reverſe from Liber- 
ty to Slavery, from enjoying the Fruits of 
our own Labours in what Manner we pleas'd, 
to have our Perſons and Eſtates at the abſo- 
lute Diſpoſal of a tyrannical Prince and his 
voracious Minifters ; and inſtead of the Liberty 
of judging for ourſelves in Matter of Faith, $0 - 

be pinn'd down to the Religion of the Prieſt, 

or ſuffer the moſt cruel Uſage. 4. 
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As to Lord Lovat, it is generally ſaid he was 

a ſhrewd cunning Man ; and indeed, if a long 
and various Experience of the World, a Variety 
of Fortune, and an Acquaintance with different 
Sorts of People, will make a Man wiſe, he 
cannot be deſtitute of any Knowledge that may 
be acquired by ſuch Means; but I do affure 
you, in my Opinion, and in the Opinion of all 
that I haye converſed with, that heard his Tri- 
al, I really think he may be ſaid to have acted 
as openly and as weakly in the Rebellion as any 
Man could do; only in ſome Circumſtances 
there appeared ſome low deſigning Cunning; 

but for that I ſhall leave to your own adg- 

ment, after you have read this Account. 

On the Death of his Father he found himſelf 
poſſeſſed of a very ſmall Inheritance, the Bulk 
of the Eſtate, together with the Title, being 
ſettled on the Female Branch of the Family, 


by Hugh the great Uncle of the preſent Simon 


Lord Lovat, who, at his Death, leaving only 
a Daughter, he limited the Succefſion to his 
Eſtate and Honour, to her and her Iſſue Male. 
So that our Simon ſoon perceived, that he muſt 

raiſe himſelf by the Dint of his own Merit, if 
he intended to make any Figure in Life. Ac- 
cordingly, on peruſing the Hiſtory of his An- 
ceſtors, and obſerving that many of them had 
acquired immortal Glory by addicting them- 
ſelves to Arms, he judged that to be the rea- 
dieſt Way to raiſe his Fame and Fortune ; and 
by the Intereſt of ſome of the Family of Athol, 
he got rents in the Lord Tullibardine's 
| Regiment, 
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Regiment, where he ſerved as Captain for ſome 
Time: But happening to have ſome Diſpute 
with the Marquis of Auhol, in relation to the 
Right of Inheritance to the Honours and Eſtate | 
of the Family of Lovat, which the Marquis 
would have had him made a formal Reſigna- 
tion of, in Favour of the Heireſs at Law, ac- 
_ cording to the Settlement above-mentioned, in 
Conſideration of ſome Preferment which the 
Marquis promiſed to procure him in the Army; 
the Captain (for then he was only Captain Fra- 
ſer) abſolutely rejected the Terms, and threw | 
up his Commiſſion, This however did not diſ- 
courage the Captain from aſſerting his Preten- 
ſions to the Honours and Eſtate of Lovat ; but 
being ſenſible that he was too weak to contend 
with ſuch powerful Adverſaries as he had to 
deal with, he begun to form Schemes to accom- 
pliſh his Ends, by a much ſafer Way than by 
Law; which was, by making his Addreſſes to 
the young Lady, who was preſumptive Heireſs 
to the Zovat Eſtate, her Mother being then 
living; and had, by his artful. Management, 
made ſuch an Impreſſion on her Affections, 
that ſhe had actually promiſed her Conſent to 
marry him, and the Day was appointed for the 
Solemnization ; but the Perſon who was en- 
_ truſted with the Management of the Affair, 
betray'd them both in the very Inſtant of Time 
it ſhould have been concluded. The Marquis 
of Athol, being inform'd of the whole Tranſ- 
action, took her under his own Protection, and 
ſoon concluded a Match for her with the young 
Maſter of Saltoun; of which the Captain hav- 


ing 


1 
ing got Intelligence, and reſolving, if poſſible, 


to diſconcert their Meaſures, got together a 
Company of Highlanders, and poſted them in 


a Wood thro' which the Earl of Saltoun and 
bis Son, with their Retinue, were to paſs, in 


their Way to the Marquis of Atho/'s, where the 


Marriage was to be conſummated : But the 


Captain, with his Company, meeting them in 
the ſaid Wood, diſarm'd, and took Priſoners, 
the Earl, and all his Retinue, and carried them 
to Caſtledounie, the Seat of the Lady Dowager 
of Lovat, the intended Bride's Mother. Here 
the Captain extorted an Obligation from the 
Lord Saltoun and his Son, under their Hands 


and Seals, to deſiſt from, and diſclaim all their 


Pretenſions to the Heireſs of Lovat, and ſo diſ- 
miſs'd them. But the Captain finding it im- 
practicable to marry the young Lady, thought 


it would anſwer his Purpoſe as well, if he could 
make up a Match with her Mother. But he 
no ſooner open'd his Mind to her, and offer'd 


himſelf in quality of a Suitor, but ſhe gave him 


a flat Denial, urging many ſolid Reaſons for 


her Refuſal. The Captain, however, being re- 
ſolv'd to have her at all Events, told her in 
Plain Terms, that her Refuſal was of no Signi- 


cation, for he was determin'd to have her, _ 


ther with, or againſt her Conſent; and per- 
ceiving ſhe ſtill perſiſted in her Refuſal, he 


call'd in his Myrmidons, with a Parſon at their 
Head. The Parſon was order'd to perform the 
Ceremony, and the Captain went through his 

Part of it; but when it came to the Lady's 


Turn to anſwer, ſhe remain'd ſilent, and could 
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by no Means be prevail'd upon to perform her 


Part. The Captain, however, declar'd that the 
Marriage was legal, and deſir'd the Lady to go 


to Bed; which ſhe obſtinately refuſing, he or- 


der'd his Men to undreſs her, and put her to 
Bed; which they did, and were Witneſſes to 


his firſt Act of Eonfummation, 


The Marquis of Athol was ſoon inform'd of 
this notorious Outrage, which the Captain had 


committed upon the Lady Dowager of Lovat, 


and boiling with Rage and Vengeance, threat: 


ens utter Deſtruction to the Perpetrator of ſo 


flagrant a Villainy ; and it was not long before 


he got the Captain intercommuned, and in Vir- 


tue "of that, Letters of Fire and Sword were 
Hued out againſt him. This rigorous Proceed- 


ing oblig'd the Captain to leave his Lady, and 
to retire into the remoteſt Part of the High- 


lands. But finding himſelf purſu'd every where, 


and that Scotland could not afford him a Place 


of Safety, he quits the Country, and goes to 


France, and liſts himſelf in the Service of the 


Pretender, whoſe Cauſe and Intereſt he now 


reſolves to promote to the utmoſt of his Pow- 


er, as the beſt Method to recommend himſelf _ 
to Preferment in the Court of St. Germatns. 


But perhaps, this will be thought too great 


a Digreſſion from my main Deſign, which is to 
give you a juſt Account of this memorable Man, 


both before and ſince the Trial which has lately 


paſs'd upon his Lordſhip, the Iſſue of which 


was, a Conviction of High Treaſon by his Peers. 
However, I will beg your Patience only for a 


few Minutes, before 1 proceed, that I may give 


you 


4 

you ſome particular Facts relating to his Life, 
and which were, in a great Meaſure, travers'd 
over either by the Council or the Witneſſes. 

It will be neceſſary therefore to go back as 
far as the Year 1701, when we left him as 
Captain Fraſer, juſt arriv'd at the Court of 
St. Germains, where King James then reſided, 
Here, to ingratiate himſelf with the great Men 


of the Court, he boaſted that he was the Chief 


of a very numerous and powertul Clan among 
the Highlands, all of whom were under his In- 
fluence, and devoted to his Service, and wou'd, 
upon the firſt Summons, engage in a Fight for 
that Cauſe which he ſhould eſpouſe. King 
James II, however, was too well acquainted 
with his Character, ever to admit him into his 
Councils, or even to come into his Preſence. 
The Captain, however, being a moſt artful 
Hypocrite, and of an inſinuating Behaviour, 
ſoon got into the Confidence of that King's | 
Miniſters. 
The Captain, when: he left Scotland, pro- 
feſs'd the Proteſtant Religion; but being at 
St, Germains, he ſoon perceiv'd that he cou'd 
expect no Preferment, unleſs he was of the Re- 
ligion of the Court, and therefore, by Means 
of the Pope's "Nucieio, he reconcil'd himfelf to 
the Church of Rome; though fourteen Years 
afterwards, when he return'd to Scotland, and 
_ aſſiſted in quelling the Rebellion there, raisd 
by the Jacobites and the Diſaffected, he abjur'd 
the Pretender, took the Oaths to be faithful 180 
King George, and became once more a Mem- 


ber of the Kirk of Scotland: notwithſtanding 
C 2 | which, 
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which, he has almoſt ever ſince acted for and 
in che Cauſe of Popery, and the Pretender 
which he ſo abjur' d. Which gave Oc- 
caſion to the Lord High Steward, in the 
Speech which he made upon paſling Sentence 
on his Lordſhip, to ſay, That he was at a 
Loſs whether to apply to him as a Proteſtant 


or a Papiſt, His open Profeſſion, his folemn _ 


Oaths, and publick Actions, ſpoke on one 
Side : But, if he was to believe the Evidence, 
his private Diſcourſe and Declaration, teſtified 
on the other. 
But tho' King James would have nothing to i 
do with the Captain, yet by the Intereſt of 
the Nuncio, he was introduced to the French 
Court, and to the Notice of the Marquis de 
Dorey, Prime Miniſter to Lewis XIV. Here 
he manag'd his Affairs ſo well, and conform'd 
his Behaviour ſo exactly to the Taſte and Man- | 
ners of the French, that he was look'd upon 
as a Man of no ſmall Conſequence at the Court 
of Verſailles. 

In the latter End of the Vear 1501, King 
James II. died, Upon his Death, great Ani- 

moſities, and Diviſions aroſe among the 
great Men who had the Direction of Affairs 
during his Life- time, each of them claiming a 

Right of Precedence in their Councils, which 
were therefore very much diſtracted and con- 
fuſed; ſome adviſing one Thing, ſome another, 
but cou'd determine on Nothing, becauſe there 
wanted Unanimity in their Opinions. This 
Diviſion in their Councils continued for ſome 
Tim 24 however, they were unanimous in 


this, 


111 ; 


this, that their young Maſter, the Pretender, 


. ought tobe reſtored to the Throne of his Father, | 


but differ'd as to the Meaſures to be taken for 
this End. After various Conſultations upon 
this Head, it was at length reſolved, that the 
firſt T hing to be done was, to make an In- 
vaſion upon Scotland; to facilitate which, it 
was neceſſary to foment an Inſurrection in the 
Highlands. This being agreed upon, the 


next Thing to be conſidered was, a proper 


Perſon, able and well qualified, to be ſent to 
the Chiefs of the Highlands in order to ſpi— 
rit them up with large Promiſes from the 


French Court, to join the Invaſion which was 


intended to be made with all Expedition on 
the Northern Parts of that Kingdom. Several 


Perſons were propoſed and recommended up- 


on this Occaſion, but none was thought lo 
capable as Captain Fraſer. 

The Captain being thus pitch'd upon for 
the Management of this Affair, it was judged 
neceſſary, in order to procure him the greater 
Credit among the Highlanders, to give him 


a Major General's Commiſſion, which enabled 
him to raiſe Forces, appoint Officers, and to 


do whatever he thought requiſite for the pro- 


moting his Maſter's Intereſt. Beſides which, 


he was furniſh'd with ſufficient Powers and 


_ Credentials to treat with the Highland Chiefs, 


and others of the Nobility and Gentry of 
Scotland who were in the Stuart Intereſt ; and 
to concert with them the Meaſures that were to 
be taken to favour a Deſcent on the Weſtern 
or Northern Party of the Kingdom. And 
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in order to add the greater Weight to his Ne- 
gotlations, he was furniſhed with a good round 
Sum of Money; beſides which, he carried 
with him a large Quantity of Arms and Am— 
munition, to be diſtributed among the Friends 
to the Cauſe, 

The French Court having thus furniſhed 
Captain Praſer with ſufficient Inſtructions and 
Credentials for his Embaſſy, he ſet out for 
Dunkirk, where he embark' d on board a 
Veſltet which carried him directly to Scotland, 
where he landed in the Year 17e. But it 
muſt be obſerved, by the Way, that both the 
Court at Verſailles, as well as that of St. Ger- 
mains, were too well acquainted with the 
| Caprain? $ Character to rely wholly upon his 
Integrity in the Management of this Affair; 
and therefore, under the plauſible Pretence of 
augmenting the Grandeur of his Retinue, they 
increaſed his Company with two Gentlemen, 
but who in Reality, were deſigned to be Spies 
upon his Actions, to obſerve his Conduct, and 
to take particular Notice in what Manner he 
executed the Commiſſion with which he was 
„„ . 
| The Captain, on his A in the High- 
lands of Scotland, ſummon'd the Chiefs of 

the Clans together, open'd his Commiſſion to 
them, and expariated very largely upon the 


Subject of it; that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty SO 


was then making vaſt Preparations and Arma- 
ments with a View to recover for his Nephew, 
the Chevalier, the Crown of Great Britain; 
which Armaments were Geligned for the Coaſt 


gf 


— 
of Scotland; and hoped he ſhould meet with 
the Concurrence and Aſſiſtance of the Scoztiſh 
Nobility in promoting ſo generous a Deſign, 
On this Occaſion the Captain underſtood the 
Value of a good Character, from the want 
of it, His former Exploits, his Rape on the 


Lady Dowager of Lovat, and his herding for 
three or four Years with the Banditti High- 
landers, with whom he joined in their Excur- 
ſions when they went out upon Plunder; 
theſe Tranſactions, I ſay, being ſtill recent 
in the Memory of theſe Chiefs, their Pre- 
judices againſt him would not ſuffer the 
Offers and Declarations he made, to make any 
Impreſſion upon them. And altho* he was in- 
veſted with unqueſtionable Authority from 
the French King, and had all the Powers 
and Credentials requiſite, given him by the 
e . to treat with them, yet ſcarce 
any of them, tho' they heard his Propo- 
ſals, would condeſcend to enter into any 
Conſultation with him, or even to keep him 
Company. At the ſame Time his old Ene- 
mies in the North renew'd their Clamours a- 
gainſt him, proclaim'd aloud his former 
Crimes, for which they ſaid, he had been out- 
law'd and intercommuned, and therefore he 
was, by no Means, a proper Perſon to treat 
with upon ſuch an important Affair; that he 
had certainly obtained his Commiſſion ſur- 
reptitiouſly, or, if it was genuine, the Courts 
of France and St. Germains were unacquainted 
with his infamous Actions; for if they had 
known his Character, ny wou'd never have 


truſted 
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truſted him with an Affair of ſuch Conſe- 
quence. Thus the People being prepoſleſſed 
againſt him, paid but little Regard to what he 
offer'd, and his Endeavours to ſerve his 
young Maſter were render'd ineffectual; which 
he was ſoon ſo ſenſible of, that he made no 
long Stay in the Country, but ſet out for 
London, © 


The Engliſh Miniſtry had by this Time got 


ſome Intimation of the Plot that was then on 
Foot in Scotland, for the Subverſion of the 
Government and bringing in the Pretender, 
but could not preſently come at the Bottom 
of it, The Tories charged it upon the Whigs, 
and the Whigs upon the Tories. The Duke 


of Athol, who was of the Tory Party, perceiv- 


ing himſelf ſtruck at, beſtirred himſelf very 
: much ; ; and in order to clear himſelf from the 
Imputation of Diſloyalty or treaſonable Prac- 
tices of which he had been accuſed, charg'd 
the Duke of Queenſbury, who was reputed a 


Whig, 1ſt, That he had a Meeting with Capt, 


Fraſer in Seatland, and had imploy'd him to 
that very Purpoſe, and for his Aid and En- 
couragement in purſuing it, had advanced 
him 200 Guineas, altho' by the Laws of 
Scotland it was Treaſon ſo much as to con- 


verſe with him, as he had been convicted of 


Capital Offences, for which he had fled from 
his Country, and was become an Outlaw. 
2dly, That he had given his Protection, and 
granted his Paſs to a Man who was a known 

Rebel, and was come to Scotland on Purpole . 
to ſpirit 15 an Inſurrection among her Ma- 
127 * 
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 jeſly's Subjects. gdly, That he had privately 
ſent Capt. Fraſer and three other Perſons into 
France, tho' it was well known, that Capt. 
Fraſer was employ'd as an Agent by the 
French King to facilitate the Invaſion intended 
againſt Scotland. The principal Evidence to 
ſupport this Charge was one Ferguſon ; who 
being examined by the Houſe of Lords, they 
voted his Evidence falſe and ſcandalous, and a 
ſent him to Neugate. 
: Sir John M*Lean being examin'd by the 

| Houſe of Lords about the ſame Affair, con- 
feſs'd, that in July 1702, he was at the Court 
of St. Germains, and introduced Capt. Fraſer . 
to the Queen of the late King James; that he 
heard the Captain tell her Majeſty, that the 
Heads of the Clans in Scotland were ready to 
riſe in Favour of the Prince her Son, and 
would bring 10, ooo Men into the Field 
that the King was immediately made acquaint- 
ed with the Captain's Information, and that 
his Majeſty promis'd to aſſiſt them with Men, 
Money and Arms; but, in the firſt Place, 
Judged it highly neceſſary, that Captain Fra- 
ſer ſhould go to Scotland, and inform himſelf 
exactly of the Inclinations of the People ; what 
Numbers they could really raiſe to join the 
Army which he intended to ſend to their 
Aſſiſtance, with Orders that he ſhould return 


to France ſoon after the * Parliament 


broke up. 

The Duke of Qyeenſberry declared, in his 
Defence, that his Knowledge of Capt. Fraſer 
was merely accidental ; that the Captain was 
brought 


6 
brought to bim by the Duke of Arg ye, who 
deſired a Paſs for him to carry him into the 


Highlands, which he accordingly gave him; 
—4 when the Captain returned from the 


Highlands, he informed him of thoſe Things 


which, in Subſtance, had been declared by 
Sir John M Lean, and had acquainted the 
Queen with it, but had not diſcovered the 
Captain's Name, having given his ſolemn 
Promiſe not to do it; that Captain Fraſer 
was, indeed gone to France, but had laid him- 
ſelf under a ſtrict Engagement to ſend him a 


particular Account of all the Schemes and De- 


| ſigns which the French might undertake againſt 
Scotland, and had promiſed to return to Eng- 
land, ſo ſoon as he could make himſelf Maſter 


of their Projects, or whenever his Grace ſhould N 
ſend for him. 


Now if what the Duke of Quernſberry 4. 


55 ledg'd in his Defence be true, the Captain 
play'd the Ambo-dexter, and was either a 
_ Whig, a Tory, or a Jacobite, as beſt ſuited 
his Purpoſe, His Grace allow'd, that he 


granted him a Paſs into the Highlands, and 


another to return to France, which aſſuredly 
he wou'd not have done, eſpecially after he 


knew what Errand he was come upon, but 


upon ſome ſpecial Conditions; and what thoſe 
were are particularly ſpecified in his Grace's 
Defence, It naturally follows, that the Captain 
was guilty of a notorious Breach of Truſt, 


both to his young Maſter the Pretender, and 


the French King. And that they had this 
Opinion of him, ſcems manifeſt from the 


rough 


ETD 
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rough Treatment the Captain met with on 
his Return to Paris. For, tho' he gave very 
plauſible Reaſons for the ill Succeſs of his 
Embaſſy, and ſuch as ſeem'd to ſatisfy the 
French Miniſtry, yet it was not long before 
they had an Opportunity of demonſtrating the 
Captain's Inſincerity; which was by means of 
ſome intercepted Letters, which diſcover'd 
that he actually held a Correſpondence with 
ſome of the Britih Miniſtry : Upon which 
he was taken up by a Lettre de Cachette, and 
committed to the Baſtile. How long he con- 
tinued a Priſoner there is uncertain ; but on 
recovering his Liberty, it's ſaid, he went into 
Holy Orders, by the Favour of the Pope's 
Nuncio: However that be, we are pretty well 
_ aſſured, that he ſpent his Time chiefly among 
the French Clergy, the Fathers of the Oratory, 
and the Zeſuits, He continued among them 
till the Year 1714, when underſtanding that 
there were ſome Projects a-foot in Favour of 
the Pretender, and that the French were mak- 
ing great Preparations to invade Scotland with 
a powerful Force, he thought it a lucky Criſis 
for him to puſh his own Fortune, Bur as this 
was an Affair of the utmoſt Conſequence, on 
which depended the future Felicity of his Life, 
it behov'd him to act with the utmoſt Caution. 
Principle and Party were Things the leaſt to 
be thought on; his Buſineſs was to mend his 
Fortune, and recover his Eſtate and Honours 
in Scotland, of which he had been long de- 
priv'd ; whether King George, or the Preten- 
der, had the beſt right to the Crown, gave 
5 23 him 
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un no Trouble; the principal Object of his 


Conſultation was, whether the Firſt was ſtrong 
enough to keep what he was poſſeſs'd of, or 
the other to wreſt it from him. But as he 
cou'd form no tolerable Judgment of the 
Strength of either Party at ſo great a Diſtance 


from the Scene of Action, he judg'd it moſt 


_ expedient to come over to England, where 


he wou'd undoubtedly have the beſt Opportu- 


nities of informing his Judgment, as to the 
Side it wou'd be his Intereſt to take. 


Lord Lovat, on the fifth of November, 
1713, arrived at Culloden Houſe near Inver- 


neſs, from whence his Lordſhip wrote to the 
Gentlemen of his Name that were well- affected 
to the Government, to come and receive him 
as their Chief: Mr. Roſs of Kelravock and Mr. 
Forbes of Culloden, to prevent his falling into 
the Hands of the Rebels, conducted him by 
Inverneſs to the Frontiers of his own Country: 
| His Lordſhip ſoon got his Clan together, and 
hearing that a Body of the M' Intoſhes were 
going to reinforce Sir John M Kenzie who 
_ commanded the Garriſon at Inverneſs, he 
marched with ſome others of the well- affected 
Gentlemen into that Country, in order to in- 
tercept them, and prevent their joining the 
Rebel Garriſon: The M' Intoſbes hearing of 
tis, ſent their principal Gentlemen to treat 
with his Lordſhip: They agreed to diſperſe 
and deliver up their Arms, and the Gentle- 
men became bound for the Peace in their 
Country: In the mean Time his Lordſhip ha- 
91 ving Intelligense that en with a con- 
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ſiderable Body of Men, were in full March to 
Inverneſs, he poſted himſelf between Keppoch's 
Men and the Garriſon. Sir John ana Keppoch 
reſolved to put his Lordſhip between two 
Fires, and attack him on each Side; but 
Keppoch, intimidated at his Lordſhip's Firm- 
nels and Reſolution, thought proper to retreat 
through the Country of the Grants of Ur- 
_ quhart, where, after committing great Outrages, 
he and his Men diſperſed, and returned home. 
His Lordſhip thereupon march'd ſtrait to In- 
verneſs, and placed himſelf on the Weſt ſide 
of the Town, after having ſent a Party to 
guard that Side of the Firth, in order to pre- 


L vent any Supply of Proviſions or warlike 


Stores from coming to the Garriſon: Forbes or 
Culloden, with his Men, lay to the Eaſt, and 
the Grants, being 800, to the South- ide of 
the Town: Sir Fobn finding himſelf thus ſur- 
rounded, and in Danger of being ſtarved or 
taken, and underſtanding that the well-affected 
Clans were ready to invelt. the Place, took the 
Advantage of a Spring Tride that came up to 
the Town, and made the River navigable, 
quitted the Town and Caſtle, and retired in 
Boats on the 10% of November to the Roſs 
Side: Lord Lova? took immediate Poſſeſſion 
thereof, and acquainted the Earl of Sutherland, 
who was then in Sutherland, of their Succeſs : 
The Earl wrote his Lordſhip a very obliging 
Letter thereupon, expreſſing his Panda, 
that his Lordſhip had by his Loyalty and(Zeal, 
in Defence of the Government, entitled him- 
ſolf to his Majeſty 5 Favour, and aſſuripg his 
Lordthip 


183 


Lordſhip that he would truly repteſent his : 
. ee upon that Occaſion. 
The Earl of Sutherland came to Inverneſs the 
13th of November, when he received the joyful 

News of the Defeat of the Rebels at Dumblain, 


and leaving a ſufficient Garriſon at Inver- 


eſs, marched with Lord Lovat to Seaforib's 


Country; where they obliged the Gentlemen 


then at home to give Security for the peace- 
able Behaviour of their People, and to re- 
turn the Arms that had been taken from 
the Monroes; they left a Number of their 
Men in the Caſtle of Brahan, and marched to 
Murray and Strathſpey, where they ſubjected 
the Country to the King's Obedience, The 
| Earl of Seaforth in the mean Time gathered 
together the ſcatter'd Remains of his Men, 
after the Battle of Dumblain, and lay with 
them near Brahan; the Earl of Sutherland, 
with Lord Lovat and others, marched againſt 
him, reſolving to give him Battle; but the 
Earl of Seaforth, upon their Approach, pro- 
poſed Terms of Accommodation: Upon a 
Promiſe of a Pardon he agreed to diſperſe his 
Men, own the King's Authority, and deliver 
up his Arms, and thereupon Hoſtilities ceas'd. 
His Majeſty immediately gave the Earl of 
| Seaforth to underſtand, that upon his per- 


forming his Agreement, and behaving peace- 


ably for the Future, he might expect the 
royal Clemency : But upon the Arrival of the 
Pretender in Scotland, the Earl flattering him- 

ſelf that their Affairs might take a favourable 

Turn, delay,g to pertorm the — 
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had ſubmitted to, and therefore forfeited any 
Title to his Majeſty's Pardon; ſoon after theſe 
Tranſactions the Rebellion was totally extin- 
guiſhed by the Retreat and Diſperſion of the 
Rebel Army. 
After the Rebellion was entirely extinguiſh'd, 
his Lordſhip's Friends magnify'd his Loyalty, 
and the ſignal Services he had perform'd for 
his King and Country, and took Care that the 
Miniſtry ſhould be inform'd of every Circum- 
| ſtance that might enhance his Merit; ſo that 
when he came to petition his Majeſty for Par- 
don for his former Crimes and Offences, he ob- 
tain'd it with very little Difficulty. 
In the mean Time Fraſerdale (of whom 
Mention has been before made in the Courſe of 
this Hiſtory) was attainted of High Treaſon, 
whereby his Intereſt and Eſtate for Life in the 
Lands and Barony of Lovat became forfeited, 
and were eſcheated to the Crown. Whereupon 
Application was made to his late Majeſty in 
Behalf of his Lordſhip, ſetting forth his Right 
and Claim to that Eſtate, with all its Honours 
and Appendages. His Majeſty, ever ready to 
reward his faithful Servants, was graciouſly 
pleas'd to make him a free Gift of Fraſerdale's 
Life-rent Eſcheat; in Right of which his Lord- 
ſhip immediately took Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate, 
and enter'd his Claim to the Honours and Dig- : 
nity appendant thereto, _ 
Having thus got Poſſeſſion of his Honour 
and Eſtate, his next Buſineſs was, to eſtabliſh 
his Right to both by due Courſe of Law. In 


e to Which, he conſider'd what Kind of 


Ad- 


V 
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Adverſaries he had to deal with. The firſt 
Thing he had to do, was, to defeat and ſet a- 
fide the Claim of Hugh Fraſer, eldeſt Son of 
Fraſerdale, who, as Heir at Law of the laſt 
Hugh Lord Lovat, claimed the Honours and 
Title of Lord Lovat after his Father's Deceaſe, 
and by Virtue of Settlements, and other legal 
or colourable Titles, pretended a Right to the 
" Eſtate. The other Perſons he had to deal 
with, were ſeveral Creditors for Debts and Dues 
chargeable on the Eſtate. Theſe, by Advice 
of Council, brought their Actions in the Court 
of Seſſions againſt his Lordſhip, in order to 
obtain Satisfaction for their ſatd Debts; and 


the Cauſe being heard, the Court gave Sen- 
tence in Favour of the Plaintiffs. However 


his Lordſhip, not fatisfy*d with this Decree, 
made his Appeal to the Houſe. of Lords, who, 
after a fair and equitable Hearing, revers'd that 
Decree; fince, if the Plaintiffs were allow'd 
their Demands, it would abſolutely defeat the 
Advantage intended by the Gift of the Crown. 
By this judgment of their Lordſhips, Lord Lo- 
vat was to have the free and uninterrupted En- 
joyment of the Eſtate during the Life of Fra- 


YL ſerdale, clear of all Incumbrances. His Lord- 


thip having met with ſuch good Succeſs, did 
not reſt here, but brought his Action in the 
Court of Seſſions, againſt Hugb Fraſer, who 
pretended to the Honours of Lovat, to eſtabliſh 
lis Right of Peerage; and in this alſo he ſuc- 
ceeded. Being thus in full Poſſeſſion of the 
Title and Honours of his noble Anceſtors, his 
next Attempt was, to recover the Fee or Re- 

| mainger 
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mainder of the Eſtate after the Demiſe of Fra- 
ſerdale. To this End he commenc'd a Suit a- 
gainſt the ſaid Hugh Fraſer, and after a tedious 
and expenſive Litigation, in which his Adver- 
ſaries were quite tired out, and not able to ſup- 
port the Expence any longer, at length the 
Parties on both Sides agreed to enter into 


Bonds of Arbitration, and leave the Matters in 


Diſpute to the Deciſion of impartial and indif- 
ferent Men. The Arbitrators having weigh'd 


and diſcuſs'd the different Claims and Preten- 


ſions of the Parties, made their Award; which 
was, that the ſaid Hugh Fraſer, in Conſidera- 


tion of a conſiderable Sum of Money to be paid 
him by the Lord Lovat, ſhould, as well for 


himſelf, his Heirs, and all other Claimants un- 


der him, aſſign, convey, and make over to his 


| Lordſhip, all his and their Right, Title, Inte- 
reſt, Claim, and Demand to the Honour and 
_ Eſtate of Lovat. In Conſequence of which 


Award, Deeds were immediately drawn and 
executed, and the Securities requir'd given, to 


aſſure and confirm to his Lordſhip his Right 


and Title to the Eſtate he had been ſuing for. 


'Thus this tedious Suit, which had been in Li- 
tigation for twelve or fourteen Years, was, in 
the Year 1732, brought to a final Concluſion. 
Me mult now take a Step back again to the 
| Year 1717, when we ſhall find his Lordſhip 
(having obtain'd his Pardon, and reſtor'd to 
the King's Favour) making his firſt publick 


” and triumphant Appearance at Edinburgh, If 
we look back, we ſhall find his Lordſhip (then 


Capt. Fraſer) engaged in a Rencounter with 
e Es the 
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the Lord Salton and Lord Mungo Murray, and 
ſeizing and diſarming the latter with Threats 
and Violence, which at that Time he was obliged 
to Submit; but ſwore and ſolemnly vow'd, 
that if ever he ſhould meet with the Cap. 
tain afterwards, upon equal Terms, he would 


amply revenge the Inſult that was then offered 
to him, It happen'd that the Lord Murray 


was at this Time at Edinburgh , and walking 


the high Street one Day, he ſaw Lord Lovat = 


coming towards him; and drawing his Sword, 
made towards him as faſt as he could. Lord 
Lovat, it ſeems was near ſighted, and did 


not obſerve him coming; but a Gentleman 


who was walking with him perceiving the 
Danger he was in, apprized him of it; upon 
which his Lordſhip likewiſe drew, and ſtood 
upon his Defence. Lord Murray ſeeing his 
Adverſary in a Poſture to receive him, thought 
Proper to decline the Engagement, and 
vheel'd about in order to retreat. The People 
ſeeing their Swords drawn, preſently called 
about them, which ſomewhat retarded his 
Retreat; which Lord Lovat perceiving, cry'd 
out to the People, Pray, Gentlemen, make Way 
for Lord Mungo Murray. Lord Murray ac- 
cordingly marched off, and retired to a Place. 
of Safety, and ſo the Aﬀair ended without | 


1 Bloodſhed. 


In the ſame Year 1717, his Lordſhip made 
my his Addreſſes to, and married a Daughter of 
the Laird of Grant, Siſter to the preſent Sir 
Es Grant, Bart. the Head or Chief of a 
numcercus and powerful Clan, intending 


—. 
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thereby to ſtrengthen his Power and Inte- 
reſt among the Highlanders ; of which Mar- 
riage he had Iſſue two Sons and two Daugh- 
ters now living. Not long after the Birth 
of her laſt Child this Lady dy'd, and his 
Lordſhip married a young Lady of fine Ac- 
compliſhments, and nearly related to the 
noble Family of Argyle, who brought him a 
Son named Archibald, But ſuch was his cruel 
and barbarous Uſage of this Lady, that be- 
ing no longer able to bear his harſh and ſe- 
vere Treatment, ſhe was obliged to acquaint 
her Friends with it, who interpos'd ſo power- 


| fully in the Affair, that his Lordſhip was 
forc'd to conſent to a Separation; whereby 


dis Hopes of uniting himſelf firmly by this 
Alliance to that great Family, were entirely 
fruſtrated, and himſelf render'd the Object of 


e Hatred and Contempt. 


In the Year 1720, for ever memorable for 
the South-Sea Scheme, when our Merchants 
chiefeſt Traffick was in Change-Alley, our 
Tradeſmen left their Bills unpaid to go a 
bubbling, and our Noblemen turn'd Stock- 
jobbers: This my Lord Lovat thought a 
propitious Opportunity to make ſome Addi- 


tion to his Fortune. To this End he gather'd 


in his Rents as faſt as he could, and by that 
Means rais d a conſiderable Sum of Money; 


with which he intended to go to the common 
Market, where Noblemen and Citizens, City 


Knights, Country Squires, Bites, Sharpers, 
| Fools and Knaves, were all blended together 
in a Group of Figures, which * a Caſt of 

"2 Mr. 
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Mr. Vlogarib's Art, would have inade a pretty 
groteſque Picture. His Lordſhip herded among 
them for ſome Time, before he offer'd to 
deal with them, in order to obſerve their 

Method of Trade and Management. He 
ſoon perceiv'd that the Foundation of all 
this mighty Buſtle was merely chimerical ; 

and that very poſſibly he might be bit him- 

ſelf in endeavouring to bite others; for he 

rightly judgd, that the Whole was a Bite 
and a Cheat, contrived by ſome of the know. 
ing Ones to raiſe Eſtates out of the Ruins of 
the Publick. This he revolv'd in his Thoughts 


for ſome Time; till at length he was convinc'd 


that the ſureſt Way to traffick ſafely was, to 


make One with thoſe who were in the Secret, 


He conſider'd too, that Mr. Knight, who was 
the Calhier of the South-Sea Company, was 
the moſt proper Perſon he could apply to 
on this Occalion. He ſoon made himſelf 


acquainted with that Gentleman; and after 


ſeveral Conſultations, he lodg'd a conſiderable 
Sum in Mr. Knight's Hands, which ſome will 
tell you, amounted to four or five thouſand 
Pounds. Mr. Knight was to buy and ſell, 
and tranſact the whole Affair, for which he 
was to be allow'd a Fourth of the Profits, and 
to account once a Week to his Lordſhip: 
For the firſt Fortnight or three Weeks Matters 
Vent on ſwimmingly ; and Mr. Knight made 
it appear that he had in that Time got two 
thouſand Pounds clear, and adviſed his Lord- 

| ſhip not to pocket it, but to lay it all out in 
buy ng more Steck. This his 88 agreed 
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to, and in a little Time he doubled and trebled 
his Principal. His Lordſhip was now in high 
Spirits, and firmly perſuaded of being im- 
menſely rich in a very ſhort Time. But no 
Joy, no Happineſs in this World is perma- 
nent! The Scheme was ftrain'd to the very 
higheſt Pitch, and Stock was raiſed to near a 
— Thouſand per Cent. when all of a ſudden it 
fell to nothing; there were no Buyers, and 
conſequently the Sellers had no Market ; the 
Directors and others who were in the Secret, 


having well fledg'd their Neſts, retir'd, Mr. 


Knight abſconded, and in ſhort, my Lord 
 Lovat was left in the Lurch. However, as 


the Stock which Mr. Knight had purchas'd, 


was in his Lordſhip's Name, that was till 
left him, tho? for a good while it bore no 
A 
Simon, his Lordſhip? $ eldeſt Son, OY by 
the Cuſtom of Scotland, is called Maſter of 
Lovat, is in the 21 Year of his Age; a 
' Youth of a general good Character, pregnant 
Parts, mild and affable Diſpoſition, and re- 
markable for his ſincere and honeſt Mind ; 
Tuch Qualities as his Father had been always 
a Stranger to, and, therefore could not eſteem 
in his Son; but, on the Contrary, us'd him 
with a great deal of Harſhneſs and Severity, 
and train'd him up from his Infancy in ſuch a 
flaviſh Subjection, as if he had been a Child 


of one of his Menials, and not as his eldeſt 


Son, and Heir to his Honours and Eſtate on 


his Dectaſe. Such as were real Friends to the 


Family of Lovat, conceived great Hopes 
from the early Virtues that appear'd in us” 


3 „„ 
young Man; but all their promiſing Ex- 

pectations were ſuddenly daſh'd, when they 
faw him engag'd in the Rebellion, even in 
the very Beginning of it; but as they were 


ſenſible that this Conduct of the Youth was 
directed by the Authority of his Father, by 


which he was unhappily prevail'd upon to 
' renounce that Duty and Allegiance to his 


King and Country, he merited their Pity _ 


rather than their Anger or Reſentment. It 
was certainly a very unfortunate Circum- 
ftance in the Lives of this Youth and his 

Brother, that they had their Education un- 
der a Father, who inculcated Principles in- 
to them, deſtructive of the Government un- 
der whoſe Protection they liv'd, and perni- 
cious in their Effects, of which the Maſter 


of Lovat is, at this Time, a melancholy In- = 


Ila or about the Year 1737, Information 
was given to one of the Secretaries of State, 
that his Lordſhip was buying up large Quan- 
ties of Arms, ſuch as Muſquets, Broad- 
Swords and Targets, Sc. which he pretend 
ed were for the Uſe of his Independant Com- 
pany; but Men of Senſe knew better, and 


ſuſpecting his Deſigns, inform'd the Mini- 


ſtry of their Apprehenſions. A certain great 
Man at Court, and a real Friend of Lord 
Lovat, underſtanding what his Lordſhip had 

been charged with, wrote to him, and en- 
treated him that he would give him a true 
and ingenuous Account of the Affair, and 
that he would not conceal or diſguiſe the 
3 *VöP ff Truth, 
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Truth, that ſo he might be the better ena · 
bled to do him any Service with the Go— 


vernment, with reſpect to what his Lordſhip 


had been charg'd with. This great Perſon 
further told his Lordſhip, that ſome Perſons 
were under great Apprehenſions on Account 
of another Part of his Lordſhip's Conduct; 
namely, that he intended to ſend his Sons 
to France for their Education; but advis'd 


his Lordſhip to conſider well what he did 


in that Caſe, and the bad Conſequences of 
ſuch a Proceeding ; that, in his Opinion, his 
Lordſhip would do much better to fend them 


to London, in which Caſe, he himſelf would 


undertake the Care and the Charge of their 
Education, without a Farthing Expence to 
him. This generous Offer, ſo freely made 
by this Nobleman, produced very little, if- 
any Alteration in the Schemes which Lord 
 Lovat had form'd ; tho' he had no other 
View in it than to fave him and his Family 


rom apparent Deſtruction. ' But tho' this wiſe 


and wholſome Counſel of his noble Friend 


made no Impreſſion on his Lordſhip, and tho? 


he turn'd a deaf Ear to his friendly and 9 
diſintereſted Advice, yet he had ſo much 
Complaiſance, as to make his grateful Ac- 


knowledgments to the Nobleman, for the 
Care and Friendſhip he had expreſs'd for 
him; however, inſtead of confeſſing himſelf. 


guilty of any of thoſe Crimes with which 
he had been charged, of plotting againſt the 
Government, and raiſing and fomenting any 


Diſturbances in the Country, he ſtood. 1 
is 
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| his Juſtification ; ; and in ſeveral. long Letters 
to his noble Friend, infiſted on his Inno- 


cence, and endeavour'd to clear - himſelf - 


from thofe foul Aſperſions that were thrown 


on his Character, But all his Arguments 
were fo ſhuffling and evaſive, as plainly 
 ſhew'd that he did not care to come to an 
Ecclairiciſment of his Actions; and inſtead 
of convincing his Friend by Reaſon and 
Facts, deduc'd from his preſent Conduct, 
fill'd his Letters with Boaſtings of the great 
Services he had done the Government in the 
Year 1715, which, he ſaid, ought for ever 
to free him from the [mputation of Diſloy- 
alty to his preſent Majeſty, or Diſaffection 
to his Government. His Lordſhip how- 
ever acted with a little more Caution af- 


terwards, and carried Matters ſo cunningly, þ| 


that no Umbrage could be taken at his. 


Actions for ſome Time; yet ſtill he retain'd 


the fame Principles, and purſued the fame 
Views as he ever bad, notwithſtanding his 
pretended. Allegiance, and the many Obli-⸗ 


gations he was under to the preſent reigning 


Family; but now, perceiving himſelf ſuſ- 
pected, he carried on his Deſigns more cloſely . 
than he had hitherto done; 3 as we hall we 
K&ntly Refi 5 
His Lordſhip's eldeſt Daughter being mar- 
riageable, he conſidered in what Manner he 
ſhould diſpoſe of her, fo as to ſtrengthen him- 
felf with ſome powerful Alliance that would 
de of Service to him in Caſe of Emer- 
£ gency. After he had call'd over in his Mind 
"Ihe - 


E 


the Names of the ſeveral Gentlemen round 
the Country, and conſidered their reſpective 
Circumſtances, Principles and Power, he at 
laſt pitch'd upon the Laird of Cluny, Chief 


of the Clan of M. Pherſons. To him he re- 


ſolved to match his Daughier, and imme- 
diately ſet on Foot a Treaty for that Pur- 
poſe; and in a little Time, all Matters be- 
ing agreed upon, in the Year 1740, they 
were married, He might, no doubt, have 
found out a Family more honourable and 
opulent to match his Daughter into; but 
Riches and Honours were not the Conſi- 
_ derations that induced his Lordſhip to con- 
tract this Alliance; but he conſidered this 
Gentleman as the Head of a numerous Clan, 
bold, daring and intrepid, and which could 
afford him a powerful Aſſiſtance upon ali fu- 
ture Occaſions; and lying alſo in his Neigh- 
bourhood, he had the better Opportunity of 
working them into his own Schemes. And 
by his Lordſhip- s Influence and Perſuaſion, that 
Gentleman and his Clan was prevail'd upon 
to join the Rebels, under Mr. M Pherſon 
their Chief, tho' he had, at that Time, the 
Command of a Company in Lord Loudon's 
Regiment. 
The Highlanders having for ſome Ages 
paſt made a mighty Noife in the World, 
and their very Name, to thoſe who knew 
nothing of them but by Hearſay, has been 
always terrible; and as they are the Peo- 
ple who brought ſo much Terror and De- 
ſtruction into the Kingdom in the late Re- 
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bellion; the Reader, I believe, will not 
be offended, if we give him a general De- 
ſcription of their Character and Manner of 
Life, eſpecially as we are now got in the 


Midſt of them, and ſhall preſently have 


Buſineſs with them. Buchanan, and other 


Scots 5 give them the following 
5 Character. 5 


They are as parſimonious : as the Antients 
in their Diet, Apparel, and Furniture. They 
Aſh and hunt for their Food, and while they 


hunt, eat it raw, after having ſqueezed pe 


the Blood. Their Drink is Meat-Broth, 


elſe Whey, of which they have Plenty "Y 
their Entertainments; ; but moſt of them 
drink Water. Their Bread is a very artful 
Preparation or Compoſition of Oats and Bar- 
. ey. the only Grain which their Country 
produces. After eating a little of it in the 
Morning, they hunt, or go about their Bu- 
ſineſs, without eating any more till Night. 
They delight moſt in Cloaths of ſeveral 


Colours, eſpecially ſtriped, and the Colours 


they are fondeſt of are Purple and Blue. 
| Their Anceſtors, as many of them do ſtill, 


made uſe of Plaids very much variegated; 


but now they make them rather of dark Co--- 
lours more like the Crops of Heath, that 
they may not be diſcovered while they lie 
in the Hcaths waiting for Game, Being ra- 
ther wrapped up than covered with thoſe 5 
Plaids, they endure all the Rigours of the 


Seaſons, and ſometimes ſleep cover'd all over 
with Snow, At home they lie upon the 


Ground, 


on - 
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Ground, having under them Fern or Heath 
: (covered with a Sheet or Blanket) the lat- 
ter laid with the Roots undermoſt, ſo that 

*tis almoſt as ſoft as Feathers, and much 
more healthful; for the Quality of Heath 

being to draw out ſuperfluous Humours, 

when they lie down weary and faint upon 
it at Night, they riſe freſh and vigorous in 


the Morning. They affect this hard Way of 


ſleeping ; and if ever they happen to come in- 


to Places where there is better Accommoda- 
tion, they pull the Coverings off the Bed, and 


| lie down upon them wrapped | in their Plaids, 
teſt they ſhould be ſpoiled by what they call 
ſuch a barbarous Effeminacy. 
Let us now return to Lord Lovat, and 
take a Vew of his Behaviour and Senti- 
ments in Relation to the Clans, particular- 
| ly his own. The Opinion which he en- 


deavour'd to inculcate on all Occaſions was, 


that the Chief, in reſpe& of his Authority a- 
mong his own People, was abſolute and un- 
controulable, and that they ought to pay a 
blind and unlimited Obedience to his Will 
and Pleaſure, from which no Power on 
Earth could abſolve them; that they ought 
always to be in Readineſs to aſſiſt him up- 
on every Summons, without aſking why 
or wherefore, or enquiring into the Merits 
or Juſtifiableneſs of the Action they were 
ordered upon; that his Will ought to be 
their Law ; and that his Reſentment of as 
* ſufficiently juſtified them in taking 
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his Part in the Quarrel, whether it was right 


or wrong. | 


While his Lordſhip was purſuing his Ad- 


verſaries in a Courſe of Law, to recover the 
Honours and Eſtates, which he claimed by 


Right of Inheritance, he had another Thing 


to profecute, which was almoſt of as great an 
Importance to him as that; namely the 
_ Effabliſhment of his Authority and Dignity 
among his Clan of Fraſers. For, tho' they 
were almoſt all of them his Vaſſals, Tenants 
and Dependants, yet they muſt by ſome Means 
or other be brought to acknowledge his Su- 
premacy and Sovereignty over them; other- + 
wiſe when ſome Emergency required their 
Service and Attendance, they might aſſume 
their natural Right of Independency, and fo _ 
refuſe their Service when moſt wanted. In 
order to gain this important Point, he took |} 


the Pains, by ſubtle Inſinuations, to convince 
them, that Trade and laborious Employments 


would be of little Signification to them; for 
he well knew, that if they fell into Buſineſs, 
they would ſoon be capable of getting a com- 
| fortable Subſiſtence independent of him; or 
if they ſhould take it in their Heads to go to 
Sea, and ſeek their Fortunes abroad, he ſhould 
loſe a good Number of ſerviceable Hands; 
or if they ſhould happen to fancy, that 
by going into Trade, they ſhould better their PF 
Circumſtances, and fo join themſelves to ſome | 
trading Societies or Corporations, they would 
Make off their Subjection to him. To pre- 
vent any Accidents of this Nature, he en- 


deavoured 
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denvoured by all Means to diſcourage Trade, 
Induſtry, and every Improvement as well in 
Agriculture as in the Mechanicks, and preach'd 
up the Heroiſm of their Anceſtors, who far 
from ſtooping to the Meanneſſes of Trade 
and laborious Occupations, made themſelves 
famous to future Ages by their Prowefs and 
martial Actions; they never enervated their 
Bodies or debaſed their Minds with Labours 
fit only for Beaſts, or ſtupid Drudges to un- 
dergo; and he was fully perſuaded that the 
fame generous Blood ſtill run in the Veins of 
all his brave Fraſers, as animated their uncon- 
querable Anceſtors to the nobleſt Deeds of = 
Heroiſm. 
Me have before intimated the blind and 
zealous Attachment of the Clans to their Chiefs. 
An Inſtance of which take as follows. At a 
Meeting of the Free-holders and Collectors 
of the Land-Tax, at the Court Houſe at In- 
verneſs in the Year 1744; for the Choice of 
2 Collector of the Ceſs or Land-Tax, where 
were preſent Lord Lovat, Lord Preſident, 
Lord Fortroſe, and the Laird of M' Leod; on 
ſome Diſpute between the Lords, Lovat and 
Fortroſe, the former was ſo provoked as to 
give the other the Lie; upon which the latter 
ſtruck the other a Blow on his Face with his 
Fiſt; which his Lordſhip, notwithſtanding | 
his great Age, returned with ſeveral Strokes 
of his Cane; the other Gentlemen interpoſing, 
they were parted. One Fraſer of Foyer, after- 
wards in the Rebellion, being in the Gallery, 


and ſeeing the Indignity that was offered to 
tits 


„ 

his Chief, jumped ſuddenly into the Court, 
and preſented his Piſtol to Lord Fortroſe's 
Face; Lord Preſident threw himſelf between 
them, which ſo irritated Foyer that he would 
have ſhot him, or Lord Fortroſe, or both of 
them; but was prevented by a Gentleman 


ſtanding by, who nimbly threw his Plaid 


over the Piſtol, which prevented the threatened 
Miſchief. Weapons of all Sorts were imme- 
diately drawn on both Sides, and a bloody 
Skirmiſh was likely to enſue. To prevent 
which Lord Preſident and Mr. M*Leod pre 
vailed on Lord Foriroſe to go with them out 
of the Couft-houſe into the Street; where 
another of the Lovat Clan, having heard how 
his Chief had been affronted, ruſhed ſuddenly 
on Lord Foriroſe, and as he was walking be- 
tween Lord Preſident and Mr, M. Leod, knocked 
him down with a long Stick. Both Parties 
being prodigiouſly irritated with theſe recipro- 
cal Inſults, dangerous Conſequences, it was 
| feared, would enſue, and Reſentments carried 
to Extremities between the Fraſers and Mac 
Kenzies, two powerful and neighbouring Clans; 
but the Lord Preſident and other Friends 
interpoſing, the Parties were at - aged recon- 
. 
In the next Pie we ſhall give a Touch of | 
his Lordſhip's Vanity. In the Year 1736, his 


Lordihip erected a noble Monument in the _ 


Churchyard of Kirkbill, not far from Caſtle- 
dounie, The Inſcription upon it ſet forth in a 
very pompous Stile, his own heroic Virtues 
and great Exploits, and in particular, what 

wonderful 


„ :.---- 
wonderful Things he had done for the Honour 
and Intereſt of his Family and Clan. It hap- 
pened that Sir Robert Munro, who fell in the 

Battle of Falkirz, being on a Viſit to his 
Lordſhip, deſired to have a View of this fa- 
mous Monument, and upon ſeeing it, ſaid 
jocularly to him, Prithee, Simon, what was in 
thy Head to put up ſuch a boaſting and romantick 


Inſcription; who the Deel will believe a Mord 


of it? To which his Lordſhip anſwer'd, Ny, 
Bob, you muſt know that this Monument and In- 

ſcription, are deſign'd only for the Inſpection of 

_ the Fraſers; and no Body beſides ſhould 
believe a Word of it, yet as it commemorates the 
Merits and Virtues of their Chief, they muſt and 
will believe every Syllable there inſcrib*d, and 
their Poſterity will regard it with as much Vene- 
ration as the Goſpel itſelf. 


95 T be Inſcription on this Monument, erected by bis 
Z Lordſhip, is as follows. | 


; To the Memory of 
Tromas Lord FRASER Of Lovar, who choſe 
rather to undergo the greateſt Hardſhips of 
Fortune, than to part with the antient Honours 
of his Houſe, and bore thoſe Hardfhips with 

undaunted Fortitude of Mind, | 
This MonuMENT was erected 
By Simon Lord FRASER of Lovar, his Son, 

who having likewiſe undergone many and great 
Viciflitudes of good and bad Fortune, through 
the Malice of his Enemies, he, in the End, at 
the Head of his Clan, forced his Way to his 
| ' paternal Inheritance, with the Sword in his 


Hand, 
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Hand, and relieved his Kindred and Followers 
from Oppreſſion and Slavery, And both at 
Home and in foreign Countries, by his eminent 
Actions in the War and in the State, he has ac- 
quired great Honours and Reputation. - 
Illic tegit oſſa lapis Simonis fortis in armis, 
Reſtituit preſſum nam genus ille ſuum, 
Hoc marmor poluit cari genitoris honori, 
In genus afflictum par erat ejus amor. 
The Motto of this Family was Je ſuis preſt, 


IAM READY, till the preſent Lord having o- 


vercome all his Enemies without Bloodſhed in 
any one Inſtance, aſſumed that of Sine Janguine 
victor, 7 
1 Lordſhip was -undoubredty under the 

ee Obligation to the Government for the 


tortunate Turn to his Affairs after the Year | 


1715. His late Majeſty was continually heap- 
ing Favours upon him; made him Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the County, and Governor of Inver- 
eſs, gave him a Penſion, and the Command 
of a Highland Independent Company, there 
being ſeveral of thoſe Companies raiſed after 

the Rebellion, to preſerve the Peace in the 
Highlands, The King knew my Lord's Cha- 
racter, and that he appear'd in Arms againſt 


the Rebels purely to ſerve himſelf ; and there- 


fore his Majeſty reſolv'd, if poſſible, by load- 
ing him with Favours, to let him ſee that his 
chiefeſt Intereſt lay in ſerving the Government 


faithfully, This was good Policy; and had a s 


late Miniſtry purſued the ſame Meaſures, Lord 
_ Levet might ſtill have remained ſtedfaſt in 
the Intereſt of his Country, and the Rebellion 
| never 
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never have gone thoſe Lengths it did. But 
in the Year 1738, his Lordſhip having voted 
. contrary to the Directions of the Miniſtry, al- 
though the Candidate he voted for was in the 
Court Intereſt, they took away his Penſion, 
ſtript him of his Command, and depriv” d him 
of every Mark of the Government's Favour. 
Another Step which the Miniſtry took, equally 
impolitick, as was generally thought, was, the 


* regimenting the Highland Companies in 1739, 


which were raiſed for preſerving Tranquillity 
in the Highlands, but were repreſented by a 
certain great Officer, as no longer of Uſe in 
that Capacity, and in the Year 1742 were ſent 
to Flanders; and no more than fix Compa- 
nies were left in the Garriſons of the High- 
lands, viz. at Fort St. George, Fort Auguſtus, 
Fort William and Ruthven, By which Means 


Lord Lovat was left at Liberty to put in 


Practice all his revengeful Schemes, which his 
Malice and Diſaffection could ſuggeſt or in- 


e ee 


And it was not * before his Lordſhip 
diſcover'd his Diſguſt and Diſſatisfaction. His 
Converſation plainly ſhew'd, that he only 
wanted an Opportunity to break out into open 
Rebellion. No wonder then, conſidering his 
Power and Influence among the Clans, hat 
ſo many of them have taken Part with the 


e Pretender, whom he reſolv'd from the firſt to 


aſſiſt with his Forces. But as this could not 
be done without incurring the Guilt of High 
Treaſon, he determin'd to act with the oreateſt 
Caution and Circumſpection; and rather than 
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expoſe himſelf to the Reſentment of the Go- 


vernment, he choſe to ſacrifice his eldeſt Son, 


the unhappy Maſter of Lovat. 


Not long after the Battle of Preſton- Pans, 


the Fraſers, to the Number of 800, were aſ- 
ſembled, and armed, and ſent to join the 


Rebels at Perth : But that his Lordſhip might 
ſeem to have no Hand in it, this little Stra- 
tagem was put in Practice. It was given out, 
that a large Number of Lord Lovat's Cattle 


were ſtolen and carried off by a Party of Rob- 


bers, and that there was certain Information 
brought in that the Thieves were driving them 
Southwards, Whereupon the Maſter of Lovat 
was detached after them at the Head of the a- 
bove mentioned Body of Fraſers; but uſing 
too little Caution in their March, they were 
intercepted by a Party of the Rebels, and 
forced to take on with them. A Report was 
current about this Time, and generally be- 
lieved, that his Lordſhip made an Offer to a 
certain great Man at Court, that if 25,000 J. 
was put into his Hands, to be diſtributed a- 
mong the Chiefs of the Clans, he would en- 
gage that that Part of the Country ſhould be 
kept quiet, and the Highlanders obliged to 


aſſiſt the King's Forces. Strange as this Pro- 


poſal was, after he had work'd up the Spirit 
of Rebellion in his Clan, yet he had this View 


in it, that upon Refuſal of the Offer, he che- 
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riſh'd and kept alive the Rebellious Diſpoſi- : 


tion in them, by an Oſtentation of his own 


Importance, and likewiſe to render himſelf the 


more conſiderable | in the Eyes of the Govern- 


ment. 
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ment. His Propoſal however was rejected 


with Diſdain, and his Deſigns ſuſpected ;' and 
ſo he was reduc'd to a Sort of Neceſſity of en- 
gaging in Support of the Pretender, whoſe 


Cauſe, above forty Vears ago, he had noto- 
riouſly betray'd, and craftily oppoſed in 
17135, and therefore could not now expect 
any great Confidence from that Party. 


The Lord Preſident, who fince the break- 


ing out of the Inſurre&tion in Scotland, has 
been exceeding active and vigilant in the Ser- 
vice of the Government, out of a ſincere Con- 


cern for Lord Lovat, wrote him a Letter, ex- 
preſſing his unfeigned Friendſhip for his Lord- 


ſhip, but at the ſame Time intimated that he 
Was not unacquainted with his ſecret and diſ- 
loyal Practices, entreating him to relinquiſh 
an Enterprize, the certain and unadvoidable 
Conſequence of which would be the Ruin and 
Deſtruction to himſelf and Family, and ad- 
viſing him to order and enjoin his Son and 
People to leave the Rehels, and return to their 
Duty and Allegiance to their natural and law- 
ful Sovereign. This produc'd an Anſwer from 
his Lordſhip, the Peruſal of which may con- 
_ vince any Man to which Side his Inclinations 
were byaſs'd, and is indeed a true Picture of 
the Man. Evaſions and Sophiſtry he oppoſes 
to Reaſon and Argument, and covers his real 
Deſigns under the Cloak of Hypocriſy, But 
as the Letter and Anſwer will beſt diſcover 
the different Temper and Diſpoſition of the 
Writers of them, we ſhall inſert them both 
for the Satisfaction of the Reader. 


. Lord 
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Lord Preſident's Letter to Lord Lovat, 


dated at Inverneſs, the 28th of October, 
N ce: 
Ay Lord, 


A $S I have now the Honour of being charged 
with the Publick Affairs in this Part of the 


- 4. Kingdom, I can no longer remain a Specta- 
tor of your Lordſhip's Conduct, and ſee the dou- 


ble Game you have played for ſome Time paſt, 
without betraying the 'Truſt repoſed in me, and at 
once riſquing my Reputation, and the Fidelity that 


J owe to his Majeſty as a good Subject. Your 
Lordſhip's Actions now diſcover evidently your In- 


clinations, and leave us no further in the Dark a- 
bout what Side you are to chooſe in the preſent 

unhappy Inſurrection: You have now ſo far pulled 
of the Mask, that we can ſee the Mark you aim 


at, though on former Occaſions, you have had the 


Skill and Addreſs to diſguiſe your Intentions in 


Matters of far leſs Importance. And, indeed, me- 


thinks a little more of your Lordſhips wonted Ar- 
tifice would not de 


duly conſidered and eſtimated the Ad vantages that 
would ariſe to your Lordſhip from its Succeſs, and 
balanced them with the Ril ves you run if it 
ſhould happen to miſcarry ; a A 


and allowed that the chief Place in your Syſtem of 


Politicks; which, I perſuade myſelf, would have 
induced your Lordſhip to have played the Game. 


atter a quite different Manner, and with a much 


greater Degree of Caution and Policy. But ſo 1 | 
e ee WY Ig? | aa 


een amiſs, whatever had 
been your private Sentiments with reſpect to this 
unnatural Rebellion. You ſhould, my Lord, have 


nd above all Things, 
you onght to have conſidered your own Safety, 
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has your Lordſhip been from acting with your or- 


dinary fine ſſé and Circumſpection on this Occaſion, 
that you ſent away your Son, and the beſt Part of 
your Clan to join the Pretender, with as little 


Concern as if no Danger had attended ſuch a Step: 
1 fay, ſent them away; for we are not to imagine 
they went of themſelves, or would have ventured 


to take Arms without your Lordſhip's Concurrence 


and Approbation: This, however, you are pretty 
ſure cannot be eaſily proved, which I believe in- 
deed may be true. But I cannot think it will be a 
difficult Matter to make it appear, that the whole 
Strain of your Lord ſhip's 6 

Company where you have appeared, ſince the Pre- 


onverſation in every 


tender's Arrival, has tended to pervert the Minds 


of his Majeſty's Subjects, and ſeduce them from 


their Allegiance: And give me Leave to tell you, 


my Lord, even this falls under the Conſtruction of 

Treaſon, and is no leſs liable to Puniſhment than 
open Rebellion; as, I am afraid, your Lordſhip 
will find when once this Inſurre tion is cruſhed, 
and the Government at Leiſure to examine into the 


Affair. And, I am ſorry to tell you, my Lord, that 


I could ſooner undertake to plead the Cauſe of any of 
thoſe unhappy Gentlemen, who are juſt now actually 
in Arms againſt his Majeſty, and I could ſay more in 
Defence of their Conduct, than I can in Defence of 
your Lordſhip's. The Dake of Perth, and Lord 

Ogilvy, never qualified, nor did they ever receive 


the ſmalleſt Favour from the preſent Government; 


but, on tne contrary, were both ſtripped of their 
Titles and Honours, and from Men of the firſt 
Quality, reduced to the State of private Gentle- 
men, fince the Revolution, and may both be 1up- 
poſed to act from a Principle of Reſentment, and 


only take up Arms to recover what they thought 


_ themſelves unjuſty deprived of. Lord George Mur- 


ray never had any Place or Penſion from the Pub- 
lick, 


ye 5 
lick, and was no doubt, drawn in by the Influence 
of the Marquis of Tullibardin, perhaps, touched with 
Pity and Commileration for his eldeſt Brother, who 


has ſpent the beſt Part of his Life in Exile, and un- . 


doubtedly upon an Allowance much inferior to his 


Dignity. Theſe, and ſuch like Apologies, may be of- 
ſeled in Defence of moſt of the Leading Men in the 


preſent Rebellion; but what ſhall I ſay in Favour of 


vou, my Lord? You, who have flouriſhed under 
the prefent happy Eſtabliſhment, you, who, in the 
beginning of your Days, forfeited both your Lite 


and Fortune, and yet, by the Benignity of the Go- 


vernment, was not only indulged in the Liberty of 
living at Home, but even reſtored to all you could 
lay Claim to: Nay, his Majeſty's Goodneſs went ſo 
far as to employ your Lordſhip in his Service, and 
was pleaſed to Honour you with the Command of 
one of the Independent Companies that were raiſed 
tome Years ago in the Highlands, which you en- 


joyed for a very long Time: So that both Duty 
and Gratitude ought to have influenced your Lord- 


mip's Conduct, at this critical Juncture, and dif- 6 
poſed you to have acted a Part quite different from 
what you have done. But there are ſome Men 


whom no Dy can bind, nor no Favour can oblige; 


and, I am afraid, if a timely Repentance do not 
prevent it, your Lordſhip will, not unjuſtly, be 


ranked among that Number. You now lee, my 
Lord, how unanimous the People of England are 


againſt the Pretender, and what Forces they are 


muſtering up to oppoſe him. The King has or- 


dered Home his Troops ; ſeveral Noblemen have 
raiſed Regiments at their uwn Expences ; and every 


County and Corporation throughout the Kingdom 


are entering into Aſſociations in Defence of the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment : So that theſe few unhappy 
Gentlemen, who are engaged in this Rebellion, 
will have Armies after Armies to encounter, and 


if 
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if your Lordſhip entertains any Hopes of their Suc- 


ceſs, you will find your Miſtake, when it 13 too 
late to amend it, What I would therefore propoſe 


to your Lordſhip, as the only Expedient left to 
reſcue you from the Hazard of a rigorous Proſecu- 
tion, is to recal your Son and his Men immediately. 
This Step, I am perſuaded, would produce ſeve- 
ral good Conſequences; for, on the one Hand, it 
would prevent Numbers from joining the Rebels, 
who now hang in Suſpence ; and, on the other 

| occaſion a great many of thoſe already engaged to 


deſert and retire to their reſpective Habitations, 


and, perhaps, may be the Means of cruſhing the 


Rebellion without further Bloodſhed ; which would 


do your Lordſhip a great deal of Honour, and 
| ſuch a remarkable Piece of Service would be am- 
ply rewarded by the Government. If you ſhould. 
judge it proper, my Lord, to follow this Advice, 
it will give me a great deal of Pleaſure, as it will 
contribute to ſtop the Progreſs of an unhappy Civil 
War, that threatens us with endleſs Calamities ; 
but if your Lordſhip continues obſtinate, and will 
not order your Men to disband and return Home, 
I ſhall be obliged to take you into Cuſtody be the 
Event what it will: And then your Lordſhip will 
run the Riſque of having your Family extirpated as 
well as-others of the Highland Chiefs. Now, my 


Lord, I have told your Lordſhip my Sentiments 


pretty freely, and no leſs out of Friendſhip to 
your Lordſhip than Duty to the Publick. I might 
have advanced many other WS, OC to induce 
your Lordſhip to follow my A 
what I have already faid is ſufficient; and fol 
_ ſhall only further add, that I am, 


vice, but methinks 


Lord 


Lord Lovat' Letter in Anſwer to the above, 
dated at ' Beautort, the 90 f October, 
1745: 


Ay dear Lord, " 


- Received the Honour of your Lordſhip's Letter 

late laſt Night, of Yeſterday's Date; and I own | 
I never received one like it fince I was born: and 
L give your Lordſhip ten thouſand Thanks for the 
kind Freedom you make with me in it: For I fee 
by it, that for my Misfortune in having an obſti- 
nate ſtubborn Son, and an ungrateful Kindred, my 
Family muſt go to Deſtruction, and 1 muſt Joſe my 


Life in my old Age. Such Uſage looks rather 


like a Turkiſh or Perſian Government, than like 
a Britiſh, Am I, my Lord, the firſt Father that 
has had an andutifal and unnatural Son ? Or 
am | the firſt Man that has made a good Eſtate, 
and law it deſtroyed in his own Time, by the mad 
tooliſh Actions of an unnatural Son, who prefers 
his own extravagant Fancies to the ſolid Advice of 
an affectionate old Father? I have ſeen Inſtances of 
this in my own Time, but never heard till now, 
that the Fooliſhaetſs of a Son would take away the 
Life and Liberty of a Father that lived peaceably, 
and was an honeſt Man, and well-inclined to the 
reſt of Mankind. But I find, the longer a Man 
lives, the more Wonders and extraordinary Things 
he tces. Now, my dear Lord, I beg Leave to tell 
you my Mind frecly in my Turn. thank God I 
was born with very little Fear in the greateſt Diffi- 
culties and Dangers by Sea and Land, and, by 
God's Aſſiſtance, | have often ſaved my Life dy --. 
the Firmneſs and Steadineſs of my Relolutions ; 
and though I have now but a little Remains ot a 


Lite 
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Life that 1s clogged with Infirmities and Pain, yet 
by God's Afiſtance, I am reſolved to preſerve it 
as long as I can. And though my Son ſhould give 
Way with the young People of his Clan, yet I will 
have 600 brave Fraſers at Home, many of them a- 
bout my own Age, that would loſe the laſt Drop of 

their Blood to preſerve my Perſon; ard I do aſ- 
| ſure your Lordſhip, if I am attacked, I will fell 

my Life as dear as I can; For ſince I am as peace- 
able a Subject as any in the Kingdom, and as rea- 
dy to pay the King's Taxes, and to do every Thing 
that a faithful Subject ought to do, I know no 


Law or Reaſon that my Perſon ſhould not be in 
Safety. I did uſe, and will uſe the ſtrongeſt Argu- 


ments that my Reaſon can ſuggeſt to me, by my Cou- 
fin Gortulegge, that he may repeat them to my Son z 


and it they ſhould not prevail, is it any Ways juſt or 
_ equitable that I ſhould be puniſhed for the Faults ot 
my Son? Now, my dear Lord, as to the uncivil War 


that occaſions my Misfortunes, and in which almoſt 


the whole Kingdom is involved on one Side or the 
other, I humbly think, that Men ſhould be mode- 


rate on both Sides, fince it is morally impoſſible to 
| know the Event; tor Thouſands, ten Thouſands on 
both Sides are pofitive that their own Party will 
carry. And ſuppoſe that this venturous Prince ſhould 
be utterly defeated, and that the Government ſhould 
carry all in Triumph, no Man can think that any 
King upon the Throne would deſtroy ſo many an- 
tient good Families, for engaging in a Cauſe that 
was always their Principle, and what they thought 
their Duty to ſupport. King William was as great 
a King, as to his Knowlege of Government and 
Politicks, as fate for many hundred Years upon the 


Throne of England; and when his General, who 
was one of the beſt in Europe, was defeated, and 


forced to run to fave his Life, and all his Army 


routed at Killicranky by a handful of Highlanders, 


not 
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not full two Thouſand in Number, King William 
was ſo far from deſiring to, extirpate them, that he 
ſent the Earl of Broadalbine wit twenty five thou- 
ſand: Pounds Sterling, and fought no other Condi- 
tions from them, than that they ſhould live peace- 
ably at Home. Sv, my Lord, we cannot imagine, 
that though the Highlanders ſhould be defeated at 
this Time, and moſt of them killed, and the Govern- 
ment full Maſters of the Kingdom, that any Ad- 
miniſtration ,would' be ſo cruel, as to endeavour to 
extirpate the whole Remains of the Highlanders. 
Beſides, it would be a dangerous Enterprize, which 
we nor our Children could ſee at an End, 
- I pray God we may never fee ſuch a Scene in 
our Country, as Subjects killing and deſtroying 
their Fellow Subjects. For my Part, my Fd! 
am refolved to live a peaceful Subject in my o- n 
Houſe, and do nothing againſt the King or Go- 
vernment. And if I am attacked by the King's 
Guards, and his Captain General at their Head, I 
will defend myſelf as long as I have Breath in me : 
And if I am killed here, it is not far to my Burial | 
Place; and 1 will have, after I am dead, what I 
always wiſhed, the Coronoch of all the Women in 
my Country, to convey my Body to my Gra ve; 
and that was my . 5:1 when | was in my 
happieſt Situation in the World. I am, my Lord, 


Your Tordfhips, &c. 


The Lord Prefident's Endeavours to reclaim his 
Lordſhip from the pernicious and rebellious 
_ Courſes he was taking, proving ineffectual, and he 
appearing rather more daring and open than ever 

in the Pretender's Cauſe z the Lord Loudon thought 
it highly neceſſary to put an immediate Stop to 

the Progreſs he was making in Favour of the Re- 
bellion, The Courſe which Lord Loudon * to 
„ 3 bring 
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bring Lord Zovat to Reaſon, was as follows: 

. Inverneſs, Dec. 22, 1745. Upon the News of 
the March of the Rebels into England, and ſome 
_ pretended Succeſſes gained by them, the Froſers, 

headed by the Lord Tovat's Son, formed a Sort of 

Blockade of Fort Auguſtus, while Lord Lewts 
Gordon in Bamff and Aberdeenſhire was raifing 
Men, and levying Money, by Force and Threats of 

the moſt ſevere Military Execution. The Money 
expected from the Town and Shire of Aberdeen 
amounted to near 13000 J. Sterling. Thereupon the 
Earl of Zoudon, with 600 of the well- affected 
Clans, marched in a very ſevere Froſt through 
Stratherrick, part of Lord Lovat's Eſtate, on the 
South Side of Lochne/s, to the Relief of Fort 
 Auguſius. He met with no Oppoſition, ſupplied 
the Place with what was wanting, and returned to 
Inverneſs, December 8. after letting the Inhabi- 
tants of Strarherrick know what they were to ex- 
pet if they joined the Rebels. This Detach- 
ment, after one Day's Reſt, was ordered to march to 
relieye Bamff and Aberdeenſhire, For this End the 
two Companies of M. Kenzies, who had been poſted 

near Hraban, were called into Iuverne/s the 9th, 
and on the 1oth the Lord Loudon, with 800 Men, 
marched out to Lord Lovat's Houle of Caſtledounie, 
to obtain the beſt Security he could for the peace- 
able Behaviour of the Fraſers; at the ſame Time 
the Laird of Macleod was detached with 500 Men 

| (400 whereof were of his own Kindred) toward 

Elgin, in their Way to Bamff and Aberdeenſhire, to 
prevent the Rebels recruiting there; and they were 
to be Lord Loudon's, and as many Men as could be 
ſpared from Inverneſs. Lord Loudon prevailed 
with Lord Zowar on the 11th to go with him to 
Inverness, and to live there under his Eye, until 

he. ſhould bring in all the Arms which his Clan 
were poſſeſſed of, which he promiſed to do in three 

Os e 


e 
Days Time, and highly condemned the Behaviour 
of his Son. Whilſt Lord Loudon waited for the 
Delivery of theſe Arms, 200 Men under Captain 
Munro of Colcairn, were detached by his Lordſhip 
to follow Mackod to Elgin and Aberdeen. Lord 
Lovat, after delaying to fulfil his Promiſe from 
Time to Time, at laſt found Means to get out of 
the Houſe where he was lodg'd, at a back Paſſage, 
and made his Eſcape ; but did not go back to his 
Houle at Caſtledounte, but ſecreted himſelf among 
the Clans, where he employed himfelf in ſpiriting 
up and encouraging the Fraſers and others to act 
ſtrenuouſly for the Pretender. FFC 
After the Arrival of the Heſſians; the Rebels 
marched Northwards, and many of them diſpers'd 
and went home, and it was generally thought they 
would never have been able to make Head again, 
However, about the Jatter End of March they began 
to get their Bodies together, and appear'd in great 
Numbers from their ſeveral Clans. This Re- union 
of them, *twas ſaid, was owing to a Scheme which 
a Gentleman had drawn up, and calculated for the 
entire Prevention of ſuch Inſurrections for the fu- 
ture, which was, by tranſporting all thoſe that 
were found in Arms againſt the Government, to our 
_ Plantations in America. Lord Lovat having got 
Notice of this, procured the Scheme in Writing, 
got it tranſlated into the Highland Language, 
ſhew'd it to the Rebels, and at the ſame Time 
told them, that the Duke of Cumberland was 
coming to put it in Execution, and would certainly 
take them away every Mother's Son; and therefore 
adviſed chem, if they had any Regard for their Li- 
terties, Properties, Wives and Children, that they 
would ſtand ſtoutly on their Defence, and then 
they need not fear any Forces that the moſt 
powerful Enemy could bring againſt them; and it 
ieems they purſued his Advice, His e 
” =, Exe 


___ Spirits; and notwithſtanding his Lordſhip had 
acted ſo wickedly all along, he could not help pro- 
poſing ſtill further Villanies, by adviſing the 
poung Pretender and the reſt of the Rebels that 
were left of their Army to go up into the High- 
3 3 1 lands, 
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exceeding active in the Cauſe, even beyond his 
Years, in making falſe Alarms, and exaſperating 
the Rebels againſt the Duke and his Forces, who he 
aſſured them, were coming into the Highiands on 
Purpoſe to extirpate them Root and Branch. Nay, 
it was affirm'd, that his Lordſhip was at the Pains 
of drawing up a long Manifeſto, ſetting forth the 
Miſeries, the Rapine and Violence that their Ene- 
mies were then bringing upon them, which they 
had no other Way to avoid but by exerting their 
uſual Proweſs in their Defence. This Manifeſto, 
or Declaration, he caus'd to be read publickly in 
the K:irks every Sunday. 
In a Letter which the young Pretender wrote to 
his Father, he acknowledged the Services done him 
by the Lord Lovat and his Son, who continued firmly 
attached to him, and neglected nothing that coald 
contribute to the Advancement of his Cauſe. 
At the famous Battle of Culloden, the Maſter 
of Lovat headed the Fraſers, who . behaved with 
their wonted Bravery and Reſolution. But his 
Lordſhip was, at that Time, at his Houſe at 
Caſtledounie; whither the young Pretender, after the 
Battle, fled, and found his Lordſhip in his Cham- 
ber. My Lord, laid he, we are undone ! my Army 
is roured ; what will become of poor Scotland? 
His Lordſhip, far from being able to conſole 
him in his Trouble, had need of Comfort himſelf. 
For in this Overthrow of the Army, he plainly 
ſaw his own; for his own Proſperity or Deſtruction 
were 1o intimately connected with the Fate of the 
Rebels, that both muſt ſtand or fall together. 
But however, Lord Lovat ſoon atter gaine 
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lands, and there they might keep Cumberland's 
Army (for ſo he call'd the Duke of Cumberland) 
in Play the whole Summer, and by that Time the 
French might ſend them Afiſtance with Men, 
Money, Arms, and Ammunition. Accordingly they 
retired to the Mountains; and having collected toge- 
ther ſome Officers, and a few of their Men, they got 

upon an Eminence, where they had a Proſpect to a 

great Diſtance all around them; and from thence 
they could eafily perceive the dreadful Effects of 
the Battle: Heaps of their Men lying in their 
Blood ; others flying betore their Enemies ; Fire 
and Sword raging every where, and a great deal of 
it upon his own Eitate, and among his Te- 


nants ; upon which his Lordſhip addreſs'd thoſe of 


his ſorrowful Clan that were with him, in Words 
to this Effect. — * Now, Gentlemen, you ſee my 
© Prediftions, that our Enemies would deſtroy us 
with Fire aud Sword, prove true: They have 
begun with me, and will not make an End till 
they have laid waſte, ravaged, and burnt our 
unhappy Country:? * 
After this his Lordſhip retired farther into the 
Faſtneſſes of the Mountains, where he bid himſelf 
tor a good while; here he had Leiſure enough to 
reflect on his Folly in bringing Ruin and Peſtruc- 
tion upon himſelf, his Family, and even his Po- 
ſterity, but his Royal Highneſs being well inform'd, 
that the Lord Lovat was Jurking about ſome where 
in the Mountains, and that he had been ſeen at 
a particular Place, Parties were immediately ſent 
out in ſearch of him, to ſeize and bring him to 
i EO / 
D Upon hearing of which his Lordſhip not think- 
ing it {ate to remain longer upon the main Land, 
got off in a Boat to one of the Weſtern Iſlands, 
where he thought himſelf ſecure from all Danger; 
nd „ VVV 
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but his ill Fate ſtill following him, it was not long 
before he had Intelligence that a Party of the 
King's Forces was come into that very Iſland in 


Search of him. Nor was he mifinform'd ; for his 


Royal Highneſs being inform'd that he was got in- 


to the Iflands, ſent a Detachment of the Garriſon 
of Fort William, under the Command of Capt. 
Millar, on Board the Furnace and Terror Sloops, 


to make Deſcents. His Lordſhip no ſooner heard 
of their Arrival, but he immediately got into the 


Woods, where he imagin'd he ſhould be in the 


greateſt Security, but was there taken after three 


Days Search. 


„ Captain having thus got faſt hold of his 


Prize, committed him to the Care of his Men, to 


carry him to the Sloops, and ſo convey him to a 
Place of Security. However his Lordſhip, far 
ftom being daunted at this new Misfortune, and 

ſcarce thinking himſelf a Priſoner, told the Cap- 
tain, that he had beſt uſe him well ; for if he did 


not, he ſpould make him anſwer for his Conduct 
before a Set of Gentlemen, the very Sight of whom 
ſnould make him tremble. The Captain {mil'd at 


his Aſſurance, and told him, he would rake parti- 
cular Care that his Uſage ſhould be as good as a 
Man in his Situation might expect; and ſo, with- 


out more Ceremony, condudted him to Fort Au- 
guſtus, where his Lordſhip was treated, by the 
Duke's Order, with the utmoſt Tenderneſs and 
Humanity; and being very weak and infirm, he 
had all proper Aſſiſtance allow'd him, and every 
e ſhe wn him. i 
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A true Copy of a Letter wrote by Lord Lovat, 
to his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cum- 
berland, Dated at Fort William, June 22, 
. FF 


N, NV IT 
T HIS Letter is moſt humbly addreſs'd to your 
1 Royal Highneſs by the very unfortunate Simon 
Lord Frajer of Lovat. I durſt not preſume to ſolicit 
or petition your Royal Highneſs for any Favour, if 
it was not very well known to the beſt People in 
this Country attach'd to the Government, ſuch as 
the Lord Prefident, and by thoſe that frequented 
the Court at that Time, that I did more effential 
Service to your Royal Family, in ſuppreſſing the 
great Rebellion in the Year 1715, with the Hazard 
of my Life, and the Loſs of my only Brother, 

than any of my Rank in Scotland; for which 1 
had three Letters of Thanks from my Royal Ma- 
ſter, by the Hands of Earl Stanhope, then Secre- 


tary of State; in which his Majeſty ſtrongly prog 


miſed to give me ſuch Marks of his Favour as 
mould oblige all the Country to be faithful to 
him; theretore the gracious King was as good as 
his Word to me; for as ſoon as I arriv'd at Court, 
and was iatroduc'd to the King by the late Duke 
of Argyie, I became, by Degrees, to be as great a 
Favourite as any Scorſiaan about the Court; and I 
often carried your Royal Highneſs in my Arms in 
the Parks of Kenſington and Hampton Court, to 


hold you up for your Royal Grandfather, that he 


might embrace you, for he was very fond of you 
And the young Princefles, Now, Sir, all that 1 
have to ſay in my prefent Circumſtances, is, that 
your Koyal Highnels will be pleaſed to extend 
pour Goudaels towards me in a generous and com- 

paſſionate 
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paſſionate Manner, in my deplorable Situation, and 
it I have the Honour to kiſs your Royal Highneſs's 
Hand, I would eafily demonſtrate to you, that I 
can do more Service to the King and Government, 
than deſtroying an hundred ſuch old, and very in- 
firm Men like me, paſs'd 70 (without the leaſt 
Uſe of my Hands, Legs or Knees) can be of Ad- 
vantage in any Shape to the Government. 

Tour Royal Father, our preſent Sovereign, was 
very kind to me in the Year 1715. I preſented on 
my Knees to his Majeſty a Petition in Favour of the 
Laird of M. Intofh, to obtain a Protection for him, 
which he granted me, and gave it to Charles Cath- 
cart, then Groom of his Bed- chamber; and order'd 
him to deliver into my Hands, that I might give 
it to the Laird of M Intoſo. This was but one 
Teſtimony of ſeveral Marks of Goodneſs his Ma- 


jeſty was pleaſed to beſtow on me while the King 


was at Hanover; fol hope I ſhall feel that the 
| ſame compaſſionate Blood runs in your Royal High- 
neſs's Veins. FFF 
Major-General Campbel told me, that he had the 
Honour to acquaint your Royal Highneſs, that he 
was ſending me to Fort Milliam, and that he 
begg'd of your Royal Highneſs to order a Litter to 
be made for me to carry me to Fort Auguſtus; as 
I am in ſuch a Condition that Jam not able to ſtand, 
walk, or ride. I am with the utmoſt Submiſſion, 
and moſt profound Reſpect, . 


SIR, 
Dur Royal Highnefs's moſt obedient, 
Aud moſt faithful humble Servant, 


Sign'd, Lovar. 
1 July 


Edinburgh, on his Way to London. 
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July 15, his Lordſhip was convey'd to Srirling 


under a ſtrong Guard; where he was received by 


a Detachment of Lord Mark Ker's Dragoons, un- 


der, the Command of Major Gardiner. From 


Stirling, aſter a few Days Reſt, he 3 to 
rom thence 
he went on to Beratiek; and on the 25th pro- 


cecded on his Journey, being eſcorted by Major 


Gardiner and fixty Dragoons. His Journey from 
thence to London was divided into twenty Stages, 
and to travel one geage a . 
The 14th of Auguſt his Lordſhip lay at Barnet, 
and the 15th, which was the Friday before the 
Lords Kilmarnock and Balmerino were beheaded 
on Tower-Hill, he arrived in Town. In his Way 


to the Tower, he paſs'd by the Scaffold that was 


erected for that Execution, and ſeeing it, A5 


ſays he, is it ſo? and ſeem'd under fome Con- 


ern.. . 5 CCC 
Being come to the Tower, he was received there 


by Lieutenant Governor Milliamſon, who conduct- 3 


ed him to the Appartment appointed for bis 
Reception; but being very feeble both in his 
Hands and Legs, ſome of the Warders were forc'd 


to aſſiſt him from the Coach to his Reom. Being 


leated in an Elbow Chair, he could not forbear 
uttering ſome Reflections on the Hardſhips of his 
Fate, to this Effect: What a turbulent Life, ſaid 


© he, has mine been? The former Part of it was 


full of Confuſion and Trouble, diſtreſs'd by my 
Enemies, depriv'd of my Honours and Eſtate, 
* perſecuted and hunted from my native Place, 


© obliged to take Refuge in bleak and barren 


© Mountains, forced to procure even the Neceflaries 

of Life among a People little better than Savages, 

and ſuffer all the Inclemencies of the Seaſons, and 
VV 5 N almoſt 


6 
almoſt periſhed with Hunger and Cold. My Ene- 
mies, not content with the for lorn Condition 
to which they had driven me, ſought my Life. 
To fave myſelf from their hungry Jaws, I was 


oblig'd to quit my native Country, and ſeeck for 


Shelter in a Foreign * where I re main'd 
many Tears in Exile. What Scenes of Hard- 
ſhips, Afflictions, and Diſtreſſes, have I gone 
thry'! What a Variety of Troubles and Sor- 
rows have I experienc'd ! No Man, I believe 
ever ſuffer' d more; no Man ever deſerved them 
leſs. But ſo it has pleaſed Heaven to deal with 


Age, and was in Hopes I ſhould have ſpent wy 
few remaining Days in Peace and Tranquility. But 
it ſeems, I have not yet ſuffered enough; the 

Malice of my Fate has prepared another melan- 

© choly Scene for me; and the laſt Act of my 
© Life is to conclude the Whole in a very tragical 

© Cataſtrophe. But it, affords me no ſmall Con- 

ſolation, that at a Time when I have nothing 


left to ſupport me but a good Conſcience, that 


in all my Dealings with Mankind, whether 
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they were my Superiors, Equals, or Inferiors, I 1 


always acted from a thorough Conviction, that 
© what I did was right and equitable, and I hope 
the great God will not now in my old Age, 
bring in Judgment againſt me the Sins and Eol- 
© lies of my Youth, or even of my more advanced 
Fears; but mercifully remember the Frailties of 
human Nature, the Defects and Imperteftions of 
© Reaſon, the Strength of Paſſions, the Violence 
of Temptations, all which ſeparately, but more 


© eſpecially conjunctly, might too powertully bi- 


als the Mind, and, conſequently too much in- 

© fluence the Will to commit ſuch Things as could 
« not always ſquare either with the Laws of God 

| or Man. * „ N 5 
. | 4 „ 
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But notwithſtanding theſe pious Ejaculations, this 
ſolemn Appeal to the Sincerity of his Intentions 
People of Underſtanding will not be biaſs'd in their 

Judgment by the moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations, when 
inconteſtable Facts ſtand in direct Oppoſition to 
Words. His Lordſhip had always the Character of 
an artful deſigning Man; and indeed his whole Life 
has been variegated into a Multitude of Scenes of 
Cunning and Artifice, The foregoing Account of 


his Lordſhip's Life, even from his Youth to his old 


Age, gives Inſtances enough of this; and an infinite 
Number of others might be added; but we ſhall. 
content ourſelves with relating here a few more of 
thoſe of the greateſt Notoriety ; ſo that I muſt beg : 
Excuſe for going back again into Scotland. b 
It is well known, that his Lordſhip always made. | 
an external Profeſſion of his Eſteem for the preſent 
Government, eſpecially while the late King was 
_ heaping Favours upon him, who knew that there 
was no other Way of keeping him ſtedfaſt to his 
Loyalty, than by making it his Intereſt ſo to be. 
And his Majeſty was right in his Opinion; for no 
| ſooner did a late Miniſtry, who had good Reaſon to 
ſuſpect his Sincerity, diveſt him of the Command of 
| his Troop of Highlanders, but his Lordſhip ſoon 
diſcover'd the Rancour of his Heart, and the true 
Colour of his Principles. For from that Time for- 
Ward he gave up himſelf wholly to the Intereſt of 
the Pretender, enter'd into a treaſonable Corre- 
ſpondence with him, was continually forming 


Schemes to bring about a Revolution in his Fa- 


vour, and did all in his Power to ſecure the Clans 
for him. The Pretender was very ſenſible of his 
Lordſhip's Heartineſs in his Cauſe, and as a grate- 
ful Acknowledgment of the great Services that he 
had done, and was then doing for him, gave him a 
_ Commiſſion to be Lieutenant General of his Forces, 
and another Commiſſion to be General of the High- 


landers. 


3 
landers. Theſe were ſubſtantial Favours, ſince they 
contributed very much to the Increaſe of his Lord- 


ſhip's Revenue: But this was not all; for his Lord- 


| ſhip, tho' near fourſcore Years of Age, wanted 


another Feather in his Cap; he could not go to 


his Grave in Peace, unleſs he was created a Duke. 


The Pretender, we may be aſſur'd, would deny him 


nothing; - and therefore a Patent was granted, im- 
porting to create him Duke of Fraſer. 
Having brought his Lordſhip thus far, and ſeen 


him cover'd with Honours by his Maſters at Rome, 
let us take a Step back, and ſee ſome of thoſe Cor- 
| Fderations which induc'd the Pretender to be ſo 
ready to oblige his Lordſhip on every Occaſion. 
In the Year 1719, after his late Majeſty had been 
for three or four Years ſucceſſively, ſhowering bis 
Favours upon him, yet he cou'd not forbear ſhew-_ 
ing his Inclination for the Service of the Chevalier; 
and tho' he was then eating the Bread of the Go- 
vernment, the whole Turn of his Converſation was 
in Praiſe of the Pretender, and in Encomiums upon 


his Family, and the Righteouſneſs of his Cauſe. 


In the Year 1737, deing ſome what exaſperated 
upon loſing his Commiſſion of his Highland Regi- 


ment, broke out into great Exceſfes both in Words 
and Actions againſt the preſent Government; tho” 
it's notorious, without any juſt Grounds for ſuch 
Behaviour. For the true Reaſon which induc'd his 


Majeſty to diveſt him of his Commiſſion was, be- 


cCauſe he never paid his Men, and for other Com- 
plaints which were made againſt him. 


However, his Lordſhip, under Pretence of ill 
U ſage from the Government, enter'd into Plots and 
Aſſociations in Favour of the Pretender; he no 
longer made any Scruple of engaging his own Clan 
in the ſame Cauſe, and uſed all his Influence and 
Intereſt in bringing over the other Clans to act in 


_ 


Conjunction with him and his. 


| (62). 
In 1739, having, as he imagin d, ſecur'd all or 
the reateſt Part of the Clans in the Tntetet he was 


purſuing, the next Step he took was, to ſollicit an 
Invaſion from France, and to that End wrote ſeveral 


Letters to the Court at Verſailles, in order to diſpoſe 


the French Miniſtry to encourage and abet the Un- 
dertaking, in which he at laſt ſucceeded. 


His Lordſhip now threw off all Manner of Diſ- 


guiſe, eſpecially among his Particulars and Acquaint- 


ancez among whom it was uſual for him to drink 


| | Conkibies to the White Horſe, and the whole Ge- 


neration of them. Neither did he make any Diffi- 


culty in declaring what Religion he profeſſed, name- 
ly, the Roman Cathalick, which he averr'd was the 
only true Religion. 


As to his Notions of the Engliſh Ooverniment, Ts 
$27 the eſtabliſh'd Religion, we may judge of them, 
from his curſing the Reformation and Revolution; 


the firſt for introducing a wrong ien, and the 
other for running us in Debt. \ 

In the Year 1741-2, a Conſpiracy was actually 
form'd, and Meaſures concerted with Cardinal 
Vleury and the French Miniſtry, who promiſed to 


invade England with 10, or 12,000 Men, and at 
the ſame Time to ſend 3000 Men to Scotland; but 


the Cardinal happening to die before the Project 
could be put in Execution, that Scheme was laid 
aſide for the preſent. 

Card.*Tencin ſucceeding Fleury as Prime Miniſter, 
he, together with Monf. Amelot, in Conjunction 


with the Jacobites, formed a new Scheme; but be- | 


fore it could be put in Practice, it was judg'd ne- 
ceſſary to have Informations from England, what 
Aſſiſtance could be relied on in Furtherance of the 
Project that had been thus concerted in France. To 

this End, the E. of 7. 
ſeveral Conferences with ſome Gentlemen of great 
Fortunes; but how far they enter'd into the Plot, 
does 
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was ſent over, and had 
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does not appear. However, it is pretty clear, that 
the intended Invaſion was ſettled in 1744, and that 

from that Time the Jacobites puſh'd it on with all 
their Might, till the Time it took Place, which was 
the Vear following, when the young Pretender 
landed in Scotland. 

Lord Lovat was no ſooner informed that the 
young Chevalier was got into Scotland, but he ſent 
Meſſages and Letters to him, congratulating him on 
his.Arrival, and aſſuring him that, tho' by Reaſon 
of his great Age and Infirmities, he could not attend 

him in Perſon, yet he would ſend him 4 or 5000 
Men, with his Son at the Head of them; which 
was as great a Mark of his firm Attachment to his 
Perſon and Cauſe as it was in his Power to give. 
And indeed the young Pretender was ſo ſenfible of 
the Obligation, that he order'd Murray, his Secre- 
tary, to write his Lordſhip a Letter of Thanks, and 
to acquaint him how well ſatisfied he was with his 
fincere Intentions to ſerve him, deſiring him to 
haften the March of his Fraſers with all the Expe- 
dition poſſible, and appointed a Route for them, 
by which they were to Join the Rebels at _— or 
Carliſie. 5 

After the Rebels were overthrown at the Battle 
of Culloden, Lord Lovat was preſent at a Meeting 
of ſeveral of the Chiefs; wherein his Lordſhip gave 
It as his Opinion and Advice, that they ſhould af- 

ſemble all the Men they could get together to de- 
fend their Country, and that if they were obliged to 
ſubmit to ſuperior Force, that they would make the 

beſt Terms they could Sword in Hand. According- 
ly he himſelf order'd his ng hs le tranſmit 70/4, to 
his Son to diſtribute among his Men, which was ten 
Days Pay. 85 
But the greateſt Piece of Wickednefs his Lan 
| ſhip was guilty of during the whole Progreſs of the 
Rebellion, Was, his forcing his Son! into it contrary 


to 


F 
to his Inclination. The Youth (not 20 Years of 
Age) begg'd and entreated his Father to deſiſt from 
thoſe dangerous Practices in which he had engag'd, 
and that he would not compel him, his eldeſt Son, 
to enter into his Views, the inevitable Conſequence 
of which muſt be bis certain Deſtruction. But his 
Lordihip was deaf to his Son's Prayers, Tears, and 
Entreaties, and inſiſted on his Obedience, on Pain 
of being diſinherited. When the young Gentleman 
faw that no Conſiderations that he could offer had 
any Weight with his Father, he took the white 
Cockade out of his Hat, and threw it into the Fire, 

and ſaid, that he was fitter to travel than to engage 
in ſuch an Enterprize, and then retired into the 


Country, reſolving with himſelf not to engage in 


the Rebellion, let what wou'd befal him. He con- 
tinued in his Retirement for about a Fortnight ; 
when it unluckily happening that Lord Cromart:i- 


coming to Caſtle-Dounie, Lord Lovat's Seat, with _ 


his Party, in his Way to the Pretender, his Lord- 
ſhip ſent directly for his Son, and commanded him 
without more ado to head his Clan, and go with 
them, in Company with Lord Cromartie, and join 
the Prince, The Son, being at length overcome by 
the Authority of his Father, obey'd., 5 
So aſſiduous and diligent was his Lordſhip in the 
Cauſe, that he left no Stone unturn'd, no Means 
untry'd to promote it. He wrote a Letter to 
Me Leod in the Ifle of Sie, preſſing him to haſten 
forward with his Men to join the Pretender. His 
Lordſhip likewiſe, in order to give the Clans all the 
Encouragement in his Power to liſt themſelves un- 
der the ſame Banners, order'd his Steward to give 
a Weekly or Monthly Gratuity or Allowance to the 
Wives and Children of thoſe who would go South 
to ſerve the Pretender in his Expedition to England. 
But however ftrenuouſly his Lordſhip enter'd in- 
to the Intereſt of the Pretender, after the Succeſs the 
: Rebels 


(65) 


Rebels had at the Battle of Prefton-Pans, and that 
of Falhirh, yet when the Pretender firſt landed in 
Scotland, tho! he ſent him Aſſurances of his firm 
Attachment to his Cauſe, and was ready to aſſiſt 
him with all his Power, yet ſeeing what a ſlender 
Force he brought with him, he was a good while 
irreſolute, and wou'd neither ſend his Son, nor go 
himſelf to join him. But upon obſerving that a 
great Number of the Clans were got together and 
had actually join'd him, he then told his Son he ſhould 
head the Clan and join the Prince. Afterwards, on 
being inform'd that the King's Forces were coming 
from Flanders in great Numbers, and wou' d ſoon 
be an Over match for the Rebels, he waver'd 
again, and Eis Son ſhou'd not go; but aſter the 
Succeſſes of the Rebels at Prefton-Pans and Faliirk, 
he renew'd his Orders to is Son to prepare and af- 
ſemble the Clan in order to march with all Expe- 
dition: Which continual Fluctuation in his Lord- 
ſhip's Reſolutions occaſion'd his Son, to burſt into 
Tears, and to ſay, That he had been made a 
Fool of from firft to lat; that one Day he had 
been doing, and another Day undoing; and de- 
clared, that whatever was then agreed to he would 
execute, let the Conſequence be what it would 
either to bimſelf or others. And it is pretty cer- 
tain, all Circumſtances conſider'd, that if Lord 
Lovat's Son had been le. t to Sen the Dictates of 
bis own Inclination, he wou'd have had no Con- 
cern in the Rebellion, and that if the Father and 
Son had acted in Oppoſition to each other, they | 
would have divided the Clan. 
His Lordſhip having at laſt reſolved to ſend kis 
Son, at the Head of his Clan, to join the Pretender, 


he wrote a Letter to the young Chevalier; an Er- 
tract of which Letter is as follows. | 


Have hers fent my 2 Son, Fs Support of ny 
Tami, an 4 the Sf of my old Age, win 800 


of 


"© 0 | 
of the beſt of my Clan, all heartily devoted to your In- 
tereſt, and who will be ready to ſacrifice their Lives in 
your Cauſe. And I aſſure your Royal Highneſs, to 
convince you of my unalterablꝭ Attachment to your 
Per ſon and Iniereſt, that I am determin'd, as ſoon 
as poſſible, to raiſe more Men for your Service, and 


will ſend them to you with all Expedition, properly 
arm'd and accoutred. | 


This Letter was dictated by his Lordſhip, and 


ſign'd by himſelf, but wrote by Mr. Hugh Fraſer, 
his then Secretary, who proved it at his Trial, 


But now we ſhall return to his Lordſhip in the 


Tower, many Reports were ſpread about of his 
various Behaviour during his Confinement. Some- 
times it was ſaid, he was troubled with Fits, and 
had frequent Faintings, and other Illneſſes upon 
him : But it is very certain, that his Lordſhip was 
in perfect Health all the while he was in the Tower ; 
that he behav'd himſelf very well to all the Officers 


and Attendants; kept a good Table, was always 
chearful ; full of his quaint Sayings, and Turns of 


Wit, and never alter'd his Demeanour from firſt 
to laſt. | | 


On Thurſday the 11th of December, 1746, his 


Lordſhip was impeached by the Honourable Houſe | 


of Commons, and on Thurſday the 18th of the 
ſame Month Lord Lovat was carried in a Coach 
under a ſtrong Guard from the Tower to the Bar 


of the Houſe of Lords, and the Articles of High 


Treaſon exhibited againſt him were read to him: 
After which being order'd to withdraw, he preſented 
a Petition to the Houſe, praying he might have a 
Copy of the Articles, which was granted ; and that 
the Lords would affign him Council, which they did, 
Mr. Ford, Mr. Gordon, Mr. IW/ilmat and Mr. 
Forreſter ; And alſo appointed Mr, Roſs, Mr. Gooftre 
and Mr, Fraſer for his Solicitors, 


On 
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On Tueſday the 13th of Fanuary he was again 
brought from the Tower to the Bar of the Houle of 
Lords, when he delivered in his Anſwers to the Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment againſt him ; in which An- 
ſwers he denied all the Allegations, and inſiſted on 
his Innocence, and then he Was ordered back to 
the Totber. | 

On Monday the 16th of February, Lol Tovat 
petitioned the Houſe of Lords, that his Trial might 
be put off for ſome Time on Account of his Wit. 
nefles not being come to Town, when the Lords 
agreed to put it off to Thurſday the 5th of : 
March. | 
On Tueſday March 3. his Lordſhip prefented a 
freſh Petition to the Houſe of Peers, ſetting forth, 
that two of his principal Evidences could not be in 
London from Scotland ſooner than Saturday or Sunday 
next, praying that his Trial might be put off till 
Monday March q, which their Lordſhips, after a 
long Debate, agreed to. : 

About Ten o'Clock on Monday, March Qs. His --- 
Lordſhip was carried from the Tower, attended by 


Mr. Fowler the Gentleman Goaler, under a ſtrong 


Guard to W:ftminfler-Hall, in Order to take his 
Trial, which laſted that Day till Six o'Clock in the 
Evening ; after which he was remanded back to the 
Tower, and order'd to be begs up again the next 
Morning. | 
Tueſday, March 10, he was again convey'd to 
Meſiminſter-Hall, in order to proceed on his Trial, 
and on Account of his great Age and infimitics 
was indulg'd by the Houſe to fit. 
Wedneſday, March 11, Lord Lovat was again 
brought from the Tower to WWeftminjter- Fall, when 
the Managers proceeded on the Trial. After which, 
Lord Lovat ſignified that he was very infirm, and 
had two fainting Fits on Tueſday laſt, and was o- 
blig'd to get up at 3 or 4 0 Clock in the Morn- 
2 ing ; ; 
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ing; and therefore deſir'd one Day“ 8 Reſpite, which 
was granted him. 

Friday, March 13, his Lordſhip was again brought 
from the Tower to Weftminſler- Hall ; and after the 
Managers had finiſh'd the Buſineſs of the Day, his 
Lordſhip again deſired ſome Reſpite ; otherwiſe he 
was in ſuch an ill State of Health, that their Lord- 
ſhip might provide a Funeral for him. 3 

Monday the 16th, he was again brought to the 
Bar at IVe/tminſter-Hall, when the Managers for 
the Crown finiſhed their Part, and deſired the Pri- 
foner to proceed in his Evidence; inſtead of which 
he moved for 4 or.5 Days Reſpite ; which was 
granted till /Yeane/day the 18th, when deſiring fur- 
ther Time, he was told, he muſt proceed in his 


Defence; but having no Witneles to e he 
Was found | guilty. | 4 


1 


— —— 
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7 he a of -1 Execution, 
 BOUT half an Hour after Ten in the 
Morning of Thurſday the gth of April, 1747, 
the Sherifls and Under-Sheriff went to the 
Tower Gate, attended by their Officers, to demand 
the Body; when they came there, they found the 
Gates ſhut, upon which one of the Officers knock'd ; | 
and a Warder within aſking who was there, and 
what they wanted, was inform'd that the Sheriffs of 
London and 1M, fiddleſes was come for the Body of Si- 
mon Lord Lovat for Execution; whereupon the 
Warder acquainted them that he would go, and in- 


form the Lieutenant of the Tower of their Meſſage, 
and returning in about 5 or 6 Minutes, open'd the 


Gate, and the Coach was admitted in; and in about 


half an Hour the Coach came out with Lord Lovat, 
and the Sheriff, and the Under- Sheriff i in it, and ſo 


convey d 
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convey*d up to the Houſe near the Scaffale , and be- 
ing help'd out of the Coach by the Aſüſtance of 
thes of the Warders of the Tower, was convey'd 
into the Room where Lord Kilmarnock was in the 
Morning preceding his Execution, where his Lord- 
ſhip eat a Bit of Bread, and drank a Glaſs of Winr, 
and behav'd himſelf very ſedatcly as became a Per- 
ſon under his melancholy Circumſtances. | 

His Lordſhip being by the Sheriff deſir'd to ſit U 
he reply'd, after deing ſeated, that he was under a 
Neceſſity of obeying his. Order even in 4 ticals 
Mortis, which is in the Moments of Death. 

His Lordſhip after ſtaying about three Quarters of 
an Hour in the Houſe, was brought to the Scaffold, 
being ſupported by two Warders, and when he af- 
cended the Scaffold, he bowed to the People, looked 
upon his Coffin, which was cover'd with black 
Cloth, adorned with Coronets, &c. on the Lid was 
the foll lowing. Inſcription, Simon Dominus Fraſer de 
Lovat, decillat, April , 17475. Atat. ſuæ 89. and 
ſaid, the Inſcription was right, but expreſs'd a Diſ- 
ſatisfaction that it was not cover'd with Velvet; 
then ſat him down in a Chair, and talked ſome 
Time to the Sheriff, who told him, He was ſorry 
that it was his Lot to attend him upon ſuch an Oc- / 
caſion. His Lordſhip anſwered, He was well 

pleaſed that he had fallen into fo good Hands. He 
ſaid to the People upon the Scaffold, he was going 
to die in a good Cauſe, for which his Family for 
Ages paſt had been engag'd ; that he had never done 
Injury to any private Perſon, nor had baulk'd any 
publick Cauſe. He then ſpoke to the Executioner, 
looked upon the Axe, and putting his Hand in his 
Pocket, pulled out his Handkerchief, and a Canvas 
Bag, in which was 10 Guineas, which he gave the 
Executioner, and put his Handkerchief again in his 
Pocket. He then looked at the Block, ſaluted, and 
took Leave of his Friends, put on his Cap, pulled 
oF 
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off ble Coat and Waiſtcoat, and then kneeled down 
at the Block, when one of the Warders obſerving 
the Poſition he was then in, thought his Neck not 
fo fully placed upon the Block as it might be, took 
hold of his Legs, and pulled his Body a little far- 
ther Diſtance from the Block, by which Means his 
Neck lay more extended than before. He having 
looked up Side-way twice at the Executioner, deſi- 
ring him to take Notice of the Signal, preſently 

gave it, by dropping his white Handkerchief, when 
| happily the Executioner at one Blow ſever'd the 
Head from his Body, which was immediately put 
into his Coffin, and carried back to the Tower, and 
next Morning was carried to Mr. Stephenſon's, an 
Undertaker in the Strand, and after the Head was 
ſew d to the Body, it was put into a Leaden Coffin and 
ſodder'd up, in order to be carried and interred in 
the Vault belonging to his F amily at nated 
near e in Scotland. 


: About an Hour beten hi Lordſhip came e upon 
the Scaffold, a very melancholy Accident happen'd 
upon Tow er-Hill, where a Scaffold being crowded 
with People, the Props gave Way, and fell to the 
Ground; whereby, it is\ſaid, ſeven People were 
kill'd on the Spot, among whom was the Car- 
penter who built it, his Wife and. Child; and ſe- 


veral more have ſince died of the e which 


they receiv'd. How careful ought Carpenters to 
be, in erecting ſuch Places, to build them ſtrong 
enough for the Purpoſe, ſince the Lives of Num- 
bers may depend on the Strength or Weakneſs of 
dich e 
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